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NUMBER VIII. 


CHAPTER Ii. 
EAR the clofe of the pre- | 


ceding number an account | 
was given of the firft conference | 
of Mr. Eliot, and his companions 
with an aflembly of Indians in the 
vicinity of Roxbury ; and of the 
encouragement he met with to 
purfue the work he had begun. 
This firft vifit was on 28th of 
October, 1646. 

Upon the rith of November 
following, they gave the Indians 
anothcr meeting by appointment, 
and found a larger company met 
together than before. Mr. Eli- 
ot began firft with the children, 
and taught them thefe three quef- 
tions and anfwers: Q. 1. Who 
made you, and all the world ? A. 
God.—Q. 2. Who do you expe 
fhould fave you from fia, and hell ? 
A. Jefus Chrift. Q. 3. How 
many commandments has God 
given you to keep ? A. Ten. 
He afterwards preached about 
Vout. III. No. 12. 








an hour to the whole company 
concerning the nature of God, 
and the neceffity of faith in Jefus 
Chrift for the procuring his favor. 
He informed them likewife of 
what Jefus Chrift had done, and 
fuffered for the falvation of fin- 
ners, and what dreadful judg- 
ments they muft expect, if they 
neglected the falvation which wag 
now offered tothem. The whole 
company appeared very ferious ; 
and aficr fermon, liberty being 
given them to afk any quettions 
for their information ; an old man 
prefently flood up, and with tears 
in his eyes, afked, “‘ Whether it 
was not too late for fuch an old 
man, as he, who was near death, 
to repent, arid feek after God 2” 
Another afked, “ how the Znglijh 
came to. differ fo much from the 
Indians in their knowledge of 
God, and Jefus Chrift, fince they 
had all, at firft, but one Father ?”’ 
Another enquired, “ How.it came 
to pafs, that fea water was falt, 
and river water frefh ?”? Another, 
«© That if the water was higher 
than the earth, how it comes to 
pafs, that it docs not overflow all 
the earth?” Mr. Eliot and his 
friends {pent feveral hours in an- 
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(June, 


fwering thefe, and fome other | plied foon, not only with his 
gueftions, and in the evening re- | grammar, but with catechifms, 
turned home ; the Indians telling and other fmall treatifes in their 


them, that ‘ they did much | ows tongue. 


Tranflating the bi- 


thank God for their coming, and | ble was a work of great labor ; 


for what they had heard ; they 
were wonderful things to them.’’* 

Upon the 26th of the fame 
month, they met the Indians a 
third time ; but the company was 
not fo numerous as before, be- 
caufe the Powows had diffuaded 


them from coming to hear the | 


Englifh minifters, and threatened 
others with death ; but thofe, 
that were prefent appeared to be 
very ferious, and feemed to be 
touched with Mr. Eliot’s fermon. 
Two or three days after this 
meeting, Wampas, a wife, and 
fage Indian, with two of his com- 
panions, came to the Englith, and 
defired to be admitted into fome 
of their families: He brought his 
fon, and two or three other-In- 


dian children with him, begging | 
they might be educated in the 


Chriftian faith, which the Englith 
granted. At the next mecting 
all that were prefent, offered their 
children to be catechifed and in- 
ftructed by the Englith. 

Mr. Eliot’s care for the fpiritu- 
al good of the Indians appeared 
in the cleareft point of light b 


| 


but great as it was, he was wil- 
ling to endure it for the fpiritual 
benefit of lus Indians—detetting 


the doétrine of the Romith church, 


that * ignorance isthe mother of 
devotion’’; and fully fenfible, how 
neceflary it was, that the natives 
fhould have the holy writings in 
their hands, that they might make 
better progrefs in acquiring Chrif- 
tian knowledge, and fo be un- 
der better advantages of becoming 
rooted and grounded in the faith. 
Mr. Neale obferves, that Mr. 
Eliot tranflated into the Indian 
language, primers, catechifms, the 
practice of piety, Mr. Baxter’s 
call to the unconverted, feveral of 
Mr. Shepherd’s compofures, and 
at /ength* the bible itfelf, which 


* There appears to be a differenee 
between Dr. Mather, and Mr. Neale, 
with refpe& to the time of tranflating 
and publifhing the above books. The 
latter feems to reprefent, that a num- 
ber of {mall books were tranflated, and 
publifhed, before the bible was com- 
pleated and printed. Dr. Mather’s 
words are, “ The bible being juflly 
made the leader of all the reft, a little 


Y | Indian library guickly followed : For be- 


the pains he took, as fpeedily as | fides primers and grammers, &c. we 


his other labors would permit, to 
tranflate the bible, and other books 
upon religious, and moral fubjects 
into their language. I do not 
learn, from any writings in my 
hands, at what time he began to 
tranflate the facred f{criptures, or 
any other books upon divine fub- 
jets : But as fchools were intti- 
tuted at an early period, after the 
commencement of his miffion ; it 
feems probable that they were fup- 
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quickly had the Pradtice of Piety in 
the Indian tongue” &c. 


It feems rather improbable, that 
when f{chools were fet up, as they were 
at an early period after Mr. Lhiot’s 
miffion began, he fhould negle& for 
cighteen years, or more, to publifh for 
the ufe of fchools, as well as private 
familics, any fmall books of divinity in 
the Indian language, as he was fo good 
a matter of it, and fo heartily engaged 
to promote their inftruction and edifi- 
cation. It is rather to be fuppofed, 
that Dr. Mather, through inadvertence, 
made a miftaken reprefentation—an 


* Neale’s hift, of N, England, vol. | error, from which it may be prefumed, 


I. p. 244. 


few, or none, who write much, are, 
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was printed the firft time, at Cam- 
bridge, near Bofton, in the year 
1664 : and, a little after Mr. El- 
jiot’s death, a fecond time, with 
the correétions of Mr. John Cot- 
ton, minifter of Plymouth. 


Mr. Eliot was very fenfible of 
the importance of f{chools, to pro- 
mote the great end he had in view. 
He quickly procured this benefit 
for the natives. Many of them 
made laudable proficiency in read- 
ing and writing ; and fome of 
them applied themfelves to the 
ftudy of the learned languages— 


were admitted into Harvard Col- | 


lege ; and one of them was gra- 
duated. 
{chools, and the affiftance they ob- 
tained from the miffionaries, fun- 
dry of them were, after a feafon, 
qualified to be profitable inflruc- 
tors of their countrymen. 


Mr. Eliot deemed it neceflary, 
as foon as might be, to take the 


Indians off from their wild way of | 


living, and bring them into a fort 
of civil fociety. The general 
court therefore, by his application, 
gave thofe who were early in- 
ftructed by him, fome land to 
build 2 town upon, which they 
thankfully accepted, and called it 
by tlre name of Noonatomen, or 
as Mr. Hutchinfon writes it, Noo- 
nanetum, or asothers, Nonantum,* 


at ail times, wholly exempt. Mr. 
Neale appears to have beea under good 
advantages to make a juft ftatement of 
facts in refpet to Indian affairs, as he 
was a gentleman of good ability, and 
had befofe him, when he wrote, fun- 
dry compofures upon Indian affairs ; 
not only thofe of Mr. Eliot, but thofe 
af Mefirs. Shepherd, Whitfield, May- 
hew, and others, who were original 
writers. 


* The language of the Indians, from 
Pifcataqua to Connecticut, was fo near- 


ly the jame, that they could tolerably | 


By the advantage of | 
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that is, as fome interpret it, Re- 
joicing. This was a noted faying 
of Mr. Eliot, and frequently quo- 
ted, * The Indians mutt be civil- 
ized as well as, if notin order to 
their being, chriftianized.” He 
endeavors therefore to draw them 
{from their favage, barbarous, and 
wandering way of life, to civility 
and regular government. He 
brought together as many as were 
| willing to be civilized, who agreed 
on feveral laws, which prohibited 
with what they judged fuitable 
penalties, an idle, fauntering life— 
indecency of appearance in refpeét 
to habit—cruelty of men to their 
wives, and unchaflity ; and re- 
quired the contrary good qualities 
and habits. 

The general court being willing 
to encourage the Indians further, 
| made the following order con- 
cerning them, dated May 26th, 
| 1647. 
| Upon information that the 
| Indians dwelling among us are, 
| by the miniitry of the word, 
brought to fome civility, and are 
| defirous to have a court of ordi- 

nary judicature fet up among 
| them ; it is therefore ordered by 
| authority of this court, that one 
| or more of their magittrates, fhail 
| once, every quarter, keep a court 

at fuch place, where the Indians 
| ordinarily aflemble to hear the 
word of God, to hear and deter- 
mine all caufes, civil and criminal, 








well converfe together :+ But being 
divided into diftiné clans, or tribes, 
and not having the ufe of letters, nor 
much commerce with each other, they 
formed, as might be expected, different 
dialects, in different tribes : E.G. Nup- 
paw, Duppaw, Ruppaw, fignifies the 
Sun—Attik, Ahtooque, a Deer—Win- 
nit, Wirrit, good —Pum, Pumme, oi/ or 
fat, in feveral dialecs.t 

+ Tutchinfon’s bij. Moff. v. tp. 475. 

t Mat. Mayhe-v": narrative, in Mag- 
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nal, B, vi. p. 50s 
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not being capital, concerning the 
Indians only ; and that the Indi- 
an fachems fhall have liberty to 
take orders, in the nature of fum- 
mons, or attachments to bring a- 
ny of their people to the faid 
court ; and to keep a court of 
thgmfelves every month, if they 
fee occafion, to determine {mall 
caufes of a civil nature, and fuch 
{maller criminal caufes, as the faid 
magiftrates fhall refer to them ; 
and the faid fachems fhall appoint 
officers to ferve warrants, aud to 
execute the orders and judgments 
of either of the faid courts ; which 
officers fhall, from time to time, 
be allowed by the faid magiftrates 


governor : And that all fines, to 
be impofed upon an Indian, in a- 
ny of the faid courts, thall go, 
and be betftowed 
building of fome meeting houfe, 








[Jure, 


fpades, mattocks and crows ef 
iron for this purpofe. He excited 
them to induftry by giving money 
tothofe, who wrought the hard- 
eft; by which means their town 
was foon enclofed ; and the wig- 
wams of the meaneft were equal 
to thofe of the fachems in other 
places; they divided them into 
feveral apartments ; whereas be- 


| fore, they had but one room, and 


thatin common to the whole family. 

The women began to learn to 
{fpin, and to find fomething to fell 
at market all the year round. 
They employed part of their time 


in collecting, and carrying to 


market, thofe indigenous, or nat- 
in the quarter courts, or by the 


ural fruits of the earth, which 


| grow without culture. 


towards the | 


for education of their poorer | 


children in learning, or other pub- 
lic ufe, by the advice of the faid 
magiftrates, and of Mr. Eliot, or 
of fuch other elder, as fhall ordi- 
narily inftruét them in the true 
religion. And it isthe defire of 
this court, that thefe magiftrates, 
and Mr. Eliot, or fuch other eld- 
ers as hall attend the keeping of 
the faid courts, will carefully en- 
deavor to make the Indians un- 
derftand our moft ufeful laws, and 
the principles of reafon, juttice 
and equity, whereon they are 
grounded ; and it is defired, that 
fome care may be taken of the 
Indians on the Lord’s day.” 

The ground, on which their 
town was to be built, being mar- 
ked out, Mr. Eliot advifed them 
to fence it in with ditches,* and 
a ftone wall, promifing that they 
ihould be fupplied with fhovels, 


* Shepherd’s clear fun-fhine of the 
gofpel upon the Indians, queted by 
Mr. Neale. 


The game which they caught in 
hunting and fifhing were articles 
of commerce ; a3 were alfo fome 
few manufactures of their own, 


in the preparing of which they 


| difcovered much ingenuity and ac- 


| 
| 
| 


| 





curacy. 

Some of the men learned fuch 
trades, as were moft neceflary for 
them, fo as that they completely 
built an houfe for public worfhip 
fifty fect in length, and twenty- 
five in breadth, which Mr. Wil- 
fon, in one of his letters, fays, 
“ appeared like the workmanfhip 
of an Englifh houfewright.”’* 

Several of them wrought with 
the Englifh in hay-time and har- 
velt; but not being inured to 
fteady work of any kind, they 


were neitheir fo indultrious, nor 


| capable of hard labor, as thofe, 


j 





who had been bred to it.t Mr. 


* Hutchinfon’s Hilt. V.1. p. 163. 

+ Great caution is to be ufed in at- 
tempting to reduce the Indians toa reg- 
ular, ftated purfuit of the arts of civil 
life. A fudden tran/ition from a favage 
ftate, to that which we term, a ftate of 
civilization, could it be effccted, might 
be apt to prey upon the fpirits, and 
produce very unhappy confequences, 44 
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Eliot took pains, as he had oppor- 
tunity, to inftruét them in huf- 
bandry ; and to excite them to a 
prudent management of their af- 
fairs. 

On the third of March 1647, 
the Rev. Meffrs. John Wilfon of 
Bofton, John Allen of Dedham, 
Henry Dunttar, the firft prefi- 
dent of Harvard College, and 
Thomas Shepard of Cambridge, 
with feveral other Englith went to 
Noonanetum ; a difcourfe was 
delivered, and after fermon they 
defired, that if any of the Indian 
women had any difficulties with 
regard to the Chriltian religion, 
they would propofe them,,. either 
by acquainting their hufbands, or 
the interpreter privately with 
them. Accordingly one alked, 
«“ Whether fhe prayed, when fhe 
only joined with her hufband in 
























refpe@ to health. Maft not the Indian, 
that we would civilize, be allowed, at 
leaft for a feafon, a pretty free ufe of 
his fifhing line, his bow and arrow, and 
his fowling piece, and thofe innocent, 
active amufements, to which he has 
been long accuftomed ? Nature, or con- 
tracted habits of this kind, cannot be 
expelled at once. Thefe cuftoms now 








chanic art. It muft bea work of time 

to expel nature, or Labit, which is a fe- 

cond nature. Thefe obiervations may 
. apply to thofe who turn their attention 

to the ftudy of the learned languages, 
. or of the arts and fciences, if any here- 
after fhould incline to engage in thefe 
puriuits. In ancient times, a collegiate 
4 building was fequeftered at Cambr&ige 
for the ufe of Indian youth. Sundry 
, were admitted into college, and purfu- 
ed their ftudies. Mott of them, if I mif- 
take not, died before the time came 
round for receiving the honors of the 
fociety. 1 think but ene was gradua- 
. ted. Perhaps fuflicient attention was 
z not paid to diet, air, and exercife. It 
is doubtlefs of great confequence, that 
ftri% regard be paid to each of thefe ; 
and we may add to cleanlinefs, which 
the Indians are by no means diftinguith- 
ed for encouraging, and pradtifing. 
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mentioned may be intermixed with la- | 
bor in the field, or work at fome me- | 
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his prayer to God Almighty 2” 
Another afked, “ Whether her 
hufband’s prayer fignified any 
thing, if he continued to be an- 
gry with his wife, and beat her ?” 

At this, and fome other meet- 
ings, the Englifh gave away 
clothes to the Indian men, wo- 
men, and children ; fo that on a 
le¢ture day, the greateft part of 
them appeared decently dreffed af- 
ter the Englifh manner. . 

While thefe things were doing 
at Noonanetum, or Nonantum, 
the Indians about Concord ex- 
preffed their defires of being civ- 
lized, and taught Chriftianity. 
They earneftly defired Mr. Eliot 
to come and preach to them; and 
addrefled the government for a 
tract of land, either by the fide of 
the Bear Swamp, or on the eaft 
fide of Mr. Flynt’s Pond, to build 
thematown. AbLout the latter 
end of February 1647, feveral of 
their fachems and principal men 
met at Concord, and agreed upon 
fundry laws for their civil and 
religious government. 

They prohibited, by what they 
deemed fuitable penalties,* all 
powowing, drunkennefs, ftealing, 
profanation of the Sabbath, forni- 
cation, murder, adultery and un- 
natural lult, and beating their 


wives (which, it feems, was a com-. 


mon practice among them). 

They refolved to lay afide their 
old ceremonies of howling, great- 
ing their bodies and adorning 
their hair, and to follow the Eng- 
lith fafhions. 

They agreed to pray in their 
wigwams, and to attend to relig- 
ious duty at their tables. 

Thefe, and fome other orders 
of the fame nature, were publifh- 
ed, and approved by the whole 


* Shepherd’s clear funfhine, quoted 
by Mr. Neale. 
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company ; and Capt. Willard* 
of Concord, was defired to be 
their recorder, and fee them put 
in execution. 

Mr. Eliot was very refolute and 
diligent in his miffionary labors a- 
mong the Indians, and his fphere 
of action was extenfive. Befides 
this fettlement at Noonanetum, 
and that at Concord, he vifited 
and preached to the Indians at 
Dorchefter mills, Watertown, and 
other parts of the Maflachufetts, 
and as far as Pantucket falls on 
Merrimack river. He travelled 
alfo into various parts of the colo- 
ny of New Plymouth, offering to 
preach the gofpel to as many of 
the fachems, and their fubjects, 
#s were willing to hear him.t 





Many attended to the propofal ; | 


but others turned away with dif- 
dain, rejecting the counfel of God 
againft themfelves, as may be tak- 
en notice of in the fequel. 

He took frequent journies, of- 
ten thro’ bad roads in a new coun- 
try: he expofed himfelf neceflari- 
ly, at times, to heat and cold, to 
{torms and tempefts, and to other 
hardfhips in the wigwams of the 
natives, where, it muft be fuppof- 
ed, the accommodations mult be 
generally mean. In a letter to 
the Hon. Mr. Winflow, he wrote 
thus, * IL have not been dry night 


(Jone, 


“helps. I have confidered the 
“‘ word of God in 2 Tim. ii. %. 
¢ Endure hardthip as a good fol. 
“ dier of Chrift.””. When he had 
once entered upon the teaching of 
the Pagans, it ts almoft incredible 
how much time he expended, how 
much toil he underwent in the 
profecution of this undertaking— 
how many wearifome days and 
nights rolled over him—how ma. 
ny fatiguing journies he purfued— 
and how many terrible dangers he 
was expofed to, but, by the intcr. 
pofition of a watchful providence, 
efcaped.* 

The fachems and powows were 
in general at firfl, and a great 
number of them afterwards, invet- 
erate enemies to Chriftianity. The 
fachems generally did all ‘they 
could, that their fubjeéts might 


not entertain the gofpel. Dr. 


Mather fuppofes, that in the Maf- 
fachufetts, and New-Plymouth, 
they did more to hinder the body 
of the people from receiving tlt 
gofpel, than even the powows 
themfelves ; tho’ the latter had 
great influence, and ufed it to the 
utmoft. .The ground of this con- 
du&t of ‘the fachems was a fear 


left the Chriftian religion fhould 


|abridge them of the tyranny, 


} 
| 


‘* nor day from the third day of | 


*‘ the week to the fixth, and fo 
«¢ travel, and at night pull off my 
“‘ boots, wring my ftockings, and 
«* on with them again, and fo con- 
** tinue ; but God fteps in and 


* He was father of Rev. Samuel 


Willard of Boften, vice-prefident of | 


Harvard College. Concord was fet- 
tled in 1636. Their firft minifters 
were Rev. Meflrs. Peter Bulkley, and 
Joncs. Sce wonder-working prov- 
idence of Zion’s Saviour. 

+ Hutchinfon’s Hift. vol. i. p. 263. 
Neale, vol. i. p. 249. 





which they had accuftomed them- 
felves to exercife. They held 
their people in abfolute fervitude, 


_and ruled by no law but their will, 
| which left their poor flaves noth- 


} 
| 
\ 
| 


' 
| 





ing that they could call their own. 
They now fufpeéted, that religion 
would put a reftraint upon iuch 
ufurpations, and oblige them to a 
more equal and humane way of 
government. Some of them there- 
fore addreffed the Englifh, and 
urged, that no motions about re- 
ceiving the Chriftian religion might 
ever be made to them. When 





* Magnalia, B. iii. p. 196. 
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fome of the fubje&ts of a number 
of them profeffed the Chriftian 
faith, the fachems would prefent- 
ly raife a ftorm of perfecution 
which beat hard upon the new 
profeffors. Some were driven in- 
to exile—fome well-difpofed but 
timorous perfons were tempted to 
conceal their fentiments in religion 
—others fled to the Englifh for 
protection, and others were put 
to death by the fachems ; and 
nothing but the formidable power 


of the Englifh hindered them from | 


maflacreing great numbers of the 
new converts.* 





* Governor Hutchinfon, after Dr. 
Mather, Mr. Matthew Mayhew, and 
others, obferves, that fome tribute was 
paid to fupport the Indian prince, or 
fachem. Mr. Mayhew takes notice of 
feveral particulars: they expected pref- 
ents of their fubjects, which were 
counted due debts ; they were alfo en- 
titled to the fkins of beafts killed in 
their dominions, to firft fruits, &c. 
They were much diftinguifhed from 
their fubjects in their manner of living : 
they appeared in a comparative degree 
of magnificence ; their families and at- 
tendants being well clothed with the 
fkins of moofe, bears, deers, beavers, 
&c. The provifions for their tables, as 
fiefh, fihh, roots, fruits, berries, corn, 
beans in great variety and abundance, 
were always brought by their neghbor- 
ing fubjects; concerning all which they 
were as void of care as the moft power- 
ful prince in the univerfe. ' 

He alfo obferves, that as the prince 
was acknowledged abfolute lord on the 
land, fo he had no lefs fovereignty at 
fea: for as al} belonged to him which 
was ftranded on the fhore of the fea 
coat, fo whatever whales, or other 
wreck of value, floating on the fea, 
taken up on the feas, wafhing his fhores, 
or brought and landed from any part 
of the fea, was no lefs his own. [Mag- 
nalia, B. vi. p. §1.] 

Mr. Hutchinfon gives this account ; 
that Cutfhamequin, a fachem, com- 
plained to Mr. Eliot, that fome of his 
fubjeé&ts were more flack in their tribute 
of corn, &c. than they were before they 
profeffed Chriftianity ; which, Mr. 
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The powows were no lefs jn- 
tent upon hindering the propaga- 


-tion of Chriftianity than the fach- 


ems. Their influence over the 
people was great. Tho’ fome of 
the converts had courage enough 
to defy the power of thefe jug- 
glers, yet others were afraid to 
appear openly againft them ; and 
Mr. Eliot relates, that he obfery- 
ed a remarkable difference in their 
countenances, when the powows 
were prefent, and when they were 
out of the way. But having giv- 
en, in the fecond number of this 
hiftorical effay, a particular ac- 
count of this order of men, I fhall 
not now add, but refer the reader 
to what was there related. 

Now, if Mr. Eliot’s profelytes 
were hated by the fachems and 
powows, and treated by them with 
fo much feverity, it need not feen 
ftrange, that he himfelf was the 


Neale obferves, was in part true; for 
whereas before, the fachem had an ab- 
folute difpofal of the fortunes of his 
fubje@s, they yave him now no 
more than they thought reafonable. 
But to wipe off the reproach which 
Cutfhamoquin had laid upon them, 
thofe few praying Indians who were 
prefent, told Mr. Ehot what they had 
done for their fachem the two lait 
years, leaving him to judge whether 
their prince had any reafon to come 
plain : at one time they gave him twen- 
ty-fix bufhels of cora—at another time 
fix more—on two hunting days they 
killed him fifteen deers—thcy broke up 
for him two acres of land—they made 
him a great houfe, or wigwam—thcy 
paid a debt for him of three pounds 
ten fhillings—one of them gave him a 
fkin of a beaver of two pounds, befides 
many days’ work in planting corn all 
together: yet, they faid they would 
willingly do more, if he would govern 
them juftly, by the word of God. But 
this fachem, {welling with indignaticn 
at this petulant difcourfe of his vaflals, 
turned from the company and went 
away in great rage; tho’ upon bet- 
ter confideration, he himfelf profefled 
Chriftianity not long after. 
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object of their fixed averfion, when 
he was ufing his ftrenuous endea- 
vours to draw off the people from 
their old fuperftitions to a new 
religion, and to introduce a-regular 
and equitable form of government. 
The , wees and powows both 
apprehended, that upon Mr. El- 
iot’s fuccefs, there would be a 
great diminution of their power 
and wealth : accordingly Mr. El- 
iot was frequently treated in a 


contemptuous and rude manner, | 
and fometimes threatened with | 


And it is fup- | 


the lofs of life. 


pofed thefe men 


vould gladly 


have affaflinated him. had they | 
not dreaded the confequence, a | 


rupture with the Englith. 


Sometimes, in the qwilderne/;s, | 


without the company  r afliflance 
of any Englifbman, he has been 
treated with very threatening lan- 


guage by fome of the Indian ruv- | 


lers; but God infpired him with 
fo much refolution, as to tell 


them, “ I am about the work of | 


‘the great God, and my God is | 


‘ 


o 


with me; fo that I fear neither 


“ you nor all the fachems in the 


“¢ you touch me at your peril !”’ 


But notwithttanding the oppo- | 


fition made to the gofpel by the 


fachems and powows ; notwith- , 
ftanding the bias of education, | 


which has no fmall influence upon 


the minds of moift men, particu. | 
larly the ignorant and fuperfti- | 


tious ; notwithflanding thefe and 
other obftructions, the force of 
truth, under divine influences, 
gradually prevailed. — 
of years, feveral Indian churches 


were gathered, many congrega- | 


tions of catechumens were formed, 
and the profpect was fo pleafing, 


that Mr. Eliot and other miffion- | 


aries were encouraged to purfue, 
with vigor, the benevolent work. 


(Lo be continued.) 


On the Book of Fob. 


country ; I willgo on; anddo | 
» ' 
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Differtaticn concerning the book of 


ob. 


| HE canonical authority of 
T this book is fufficiently 
| fupported by the honorable men. 
| tion of Job in Ezekiel, xiv. 14—~ 
| 20.—by the quotation in 1 Cor. 
| iti, 19. from Job, v. 13. and the 
| apoitolic reference to his exemp- 
| lary patience, James, v. 11.—and 
_alfo by this, that it has’ been re- 
‘ceived as a part of the infpired 
word of God by the Jews, in all 
ages, who not only have had the 
beft means of determining the gen- 
uine books of holy feripture of 
the old teftament, but are alfo 
_ weil known to have exercifed the 
| moit diligent caution on this im- 


| portant fubject. 


have arifen concerning this book, 
among which are the following ; 
| vize When and where lived Job 
| and his fricnds? Who was the 
author, or penman of the book ? 
| Whether it be a fimple narration 
| of faéts and events, or adorned 
| with poetic licenfe ? What 1s 

the moral and religious inftruction 
_ which it contains, or for what end 
was it written ? Obvious difficul- 
| ties attend usin attempting an an- 
_fwer to each of the three firft of 
thefe queftions ; as we have no 
contemporary or collateral writers 
who calt any confiderable light 
on this book, excepting in the re- 
ferences already noticed—and the 
_ author has affixed no date to the 
birth and death of Job, or hinted 
any thing by which the day in 
| which he lived can be certainly de- 
termined ; and touching his coun- 
try, has only informed us that it 
was the land of Uz. A like ob- 
\fcvrity attends the other four 
| {peakers who are introduced, and 
make up an important part of the 
hiftory. We fhall, however, exe 


| Various are the queftions which 
} 
| 
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amine each of the queftions by the | that his children had arrived to 


lights in our pofleffion. And, 

I. When and where lived Job 
and his friends ? 

It appears from Gen. x. 23. 
that Uz was the name of a grand- 
fonof Shem. And from the zgth 
verfe of the fame chapter we learn 
that one of his defcendants in the 
fifth generation was named Jobab. 

From Gen. xxxvi. 28. with the 
1 Chronicles i. 42. we learn that 
one of the polterity of Efau, was 
called by thisname. Gen. xxxvi. 
33. we learn that Jobab, a de- 
fcendant of Efau reigned in Edom, 
before any king reigned in [frael ; 
from ail which it appears that 
both Uz and Fobab were family 
names in the defcendants of Shem. 
And it is to be prefumed that the 
firft of note gave name to the 
country, ftiled the land of Uz. 


And it has been conjeCtured, that» 


Fobab was the father of Fob— 
hence we may fuppofe that Job 


was a defcendant of Shem, and of 


Efau, and that his country was 
in fome part of the poffeffions of 
the Edomites, called from ano- 
ther of the pofterity of Shem the 
land of Uz ; at leaft that he reign- 
ed there, for it feems from the ac- 
counts in Gen. xxxvi. that, at that 
time, the kingdom was not her- 
editary, in one family, but was 
poffeffed in rotation, by men of 
the beft family and charaéter. 

If the preceding obfervations 
are juft, it will follow that Job 
mult have lived not long before 
the age of Mofes. And this con- 
jeQture is ftrengthened by the ac- 
count of his age, in the clofe of 
the book. We are there inform- 
ed that Job lived one hundred and 
forty years, after his afflictions— 
aud that when he died, he was an 
old man and full of days. From 
the reprefentation in the beginning 
of the book, it appears probable 
Vou. IIL. No. 12. 


maturity, and were fettled in fa- 
milies before his calamity. If fo, 
he muft have been at leatt fifty or 
fixty years old at that time, which 
added to the number juft mention- 
ed, is about two hundred. Now 
as “the Lord blefled the latter 
| eifd of Job more than his begin- 
ning” and we are affured that 
when he died, he was aa old man 
and full of days, we may fuppefe 
him to have lived fifty or fixty 
years, or perhaps more in the 
whole longer than thofe of his ge- 
neration in common, which will 
place him fomewhere in the time 
of the fojouring of the Lfraelites 
in Egypt, or a little before the 








time of Mofes. Concerning Eli- 
phaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Elihu, 


| we are ina {till wider field of con- 
| jeture, but from the mention of 


them in this book connected with 
the following paflages, it is moft 
| probable, they were the defcend- 
ants of Abram, by Keturah, Ifh- 
mel, or Efau. See Gen. xxv. 51. 
| chap. xxxvi. 10, 12, 15.chap. xxv. 
' 2. or that Elihu was a defcendant 
| of Nahor—fee Gen. ii 21. and 
| Jeremiah xxv. 23. 

| II. We now proceed to en- 
| quire who was the author, or pen- 
| man of this book ? On this, the 
| opinions of the learned are various, 
' fuch are the following : 

1. That it was written by Job’s 
| three friends, as fome compenfa- 
tion for their injurious treatment 
/of him—Sandtius, and Quidam 
| in Sanétium. 

2. Solomon—fee Nazianzen, 
| Nicetus, Olympiodorus, Poly- 
chron. &c. ; 

3. Job himfelf—fo Pineda, 
Gregory, Scultetus. . 

4. Ifaiab, from likenefs in the 
compofition. . 

5. Ezra, after the Babylonith 
captivity —Prideaux Con. 
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| 6. Mofes—fo Origen and R. 
David Kimhi, and Tirinus, and 
Pineda. 

| >. Elihu—Johannes Palmer, 
‘ minifter Northamptonienfis, from 
chap. xxxii. 15, 16. where Elihu 
feems to addrefs the reader in 
thefe words, “ they were amazed, 
| they anfwered no more, they left 
BY off fpeaking—when I had waited, 
(for they fpoke not but ftood ftill, 
and anfwered no more. ) 

It is argued in favor of Tfaiah 
or fome other late compofer, that 
that the book abounds with Syn- 
ac and Arabic words—to this it 
may be replied, that Mofes either 
by his Egyptian learning, or his 
fixty years living among the Me- 
& dianites, or by both, was un- 
W doubtedly well acquainted with 
the Arabic, which was only ano- 
ther dialet from the Syriac, and 
probably, in that early period, ve- 
ry little different from it. 

The hiftory of Job muft have 
been known among the Jews be- 
fore the days of Ezekiel, as ap- 
pears from the paflages in that 
prophet referred to above ; chap. 


ee 
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xiv. rg. and no period till after | 


that time will fo well account for 
the mixture of Arabic and Syri- 
ac, as the days of Mofes, or the 


man, or at leaft, that hé reduced 
it to its prefent form. 

It is reafonable to fuppofe that 
; fome ‘account was preferved by 
ih? Job, or his three friends, or by 
i Elihu, as both he and they were 
probably at the head of their re- 
fpeétive tribes, as princes, kings or 
dukes, in the language of thofe 
times—fee Gen. xxxvi. 29, 4334 
 e ¢ourfe of events fo remarkable, 
Hi would be preferved in the Chroni- 
cles of each of them, and efpeci- 
ally of Job, and perhaps the paf- 
fages referred to in chap. xxxii. 
15, 16, may be an argument of 


fuppofition that he was the pen- | 


[June, 


This will ftill more eafily account 
for the Arabic and Syriac words 
found in this book, as on the fup- 
pofition that the hiftory was en. 
larged and embellifhed by fome 
other hand, many of the words and 
phrafes in the original accounts 
would, no doubt, be preferved, 
efpecially if the writer was ac- 
quainted with the language, and 
converfant in the cuftoms of the 
country. 


This leads us to obferve that, 
balancing the arguments in favor 
of the various hypothefes which 
have been named,. touching the 
author of this book, probability 
determines it in favor of Mofes, 
for the following reafons : 


1. He lived very near the age 
and country of Job, (fee article 1. 
p- 4.) the Midianites, among 
whom he dwelt for forty years, 
were defcended from Abram, by 
Keturah, Gen. xxv. 2. thefe were 
connected with the Ifhmalites in 
trade and bufinefs in the time of 
Jofeph, Gen. xxxvil. 25, 27, 28. 
and Mofes was allied to the prieft, 
or prince, the chief of Midian, by 


| the marriage of his daughter ; 
_ therefore muft be fuppofed not 


| 





only to be acquainted with the 
common reports refpecting events 
fo remarkable in a neighboring 
prince, as thofe related of Job, 
but alfo to have the moft authen- 
tic information, and to be ac- 
quainted with the written accounts 
if any fuch there were ; and we 
have no room to doubt that the 
knowledge of events was preferv- 
ed at that time, by hieroglyphic 
writing, if not by the characters 
afterwards employed. But from 
the expreffions of Job, chap. xix. 
23, 24. it may be prefumed that 
characteriftic or alphabetical wri- 
ting was even then known in Ara- 
bia; but by whatever means the 


4 the fame with refpect to Elie. knowledge of thefe things was 
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conveyed to Mofes, it is reafona- 
ble to believe that events fo un- 
common in a character fo diftin- 
guifhed as that of Job, would 
deeply engage his attention, as a 
man of learning and piety ; and 
his contiguity of time and place 
with Job, furnifhed him with the 
beft advantage to be poffeffed of 
the faéts ; efpecially if we add to 
thefe his extenfive learning, and 
his princely alliance in the family 
of Jethro. 

z. It has been obferved by 
learned men, that moft of the ani- 
mals mentioned in the fpeech of 
the Almighty to Job, chap. xxviii. 
and onward, are Egyptian; and 
that the defcription is fo juft as to 
imply the author to be well ac- 
quainted with the animals he de- 
{cribes. 

This in particular is obferved 
of Behemoth and Leviathan, chap. 
xl. and xli. fuppofed to be the 
crocodile and the hippopatamos, 
or fea horfe—if this be confidered 
as poetical defcription, it implies 
a itrong argument that the author 
had lived in Egypt, and therefore, 
probably, muft be Mofes. 

3. The knowledge of Mofes 
in the Arabic and Syriac diale¢ts, 
as a man of letters, and from his 
long acquaintance, firft in the 
court of the prince of Egypt and 
then in that of Jethro—will eafi- 
ly account for the mixture of 
thofe dialeéts in the various parts 
of the book, efpecially if we ad- 
mit, what is highly probable, that 
he was acquainted with fome ac- 
counts of thofe events written by 
Job or his friends: add to this, 
that the principal part of the book 
confifts in a repetition of the words 
of the feveral fpeeches, whofe 

meaning would be much better 
preferved in their own diale& than 
in any tranflation. 


4. The life of Mofes during 


On the Book of Fob. 








45% 


the 40 years which he {pent in 
Midian, was peculiarly adapted to 
fuch a work, not only as pattoral 
and epic poetry, in which this 
book is principally written, is 
fuited to the life of a fhepherd, 
and the learning of Mofes was a- 
dapted to fuch a fublime compofi- 
tion as this book affuredly is, but 
efpecially as Mofes was a prophet 
of God, and, in many refpects, 
the greateft of all the prophets 
and infpired writers of the old 
teftament ; and it is admitted that 
the author of this book mutt have 
been divinely infpired. 


5. The fubje& matter of thus - 


book is particularly fitted to the 
condition of Mofes, as a man of 
piety, in a ftate of exile from his 
country and people, whom he had 
left in a tate of cruel and intoler- 
able bondage, after having in vain 
attempted their deliverance ; com- 
pare Exod. ii. 11 —15. with Adis, 
vii. 20—29.—Mofes mutt be fup- 
pofed to have been acquainted 
with the divine predictions to A- 
braham, refpecting the bondage 
of his feed in Egypt, and their 
wonderful redemption, and rightly 
judged himfelf to be the perfon 
defigned by God and raifed up 
for their deliverance. His unfuc- 
cefsful efforts, prefent exile, and 


| the miferable ftate of his people, 


muft have plunged him in the 
deepeft diftrefs, and have rendered 
the hiftory of divine providence 
towards Job, in his great afllic- 
tions and marvellous deliverance, 
(in many refpects fimilar to the 
cafe of himfelf and his nation) 
peculiarly fuitable to fupport his 
heart, and to ftrengthen his faith 
in the gracious promifes of God ; 
and thus not only comfort him in 
his painful exile, but alfo prepare 
him for the important part for 
which he was defigned by God, 
in the redemption of his pcople. 
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From fuch topics we are led to 
the conclufion that it is highly pro- 
bable the book of Job was compof- 
ed fromauthentic memoirs, and re- 
duced to its prefent form and per- 
feétion, by Mofes, during hisabode 
in Midian, under the fuperintend- 
ing influence of the Holy Spirit. 

III. We proceed now to the 
enquiry, whether the book of Job 
be a fimple narration of faéts and 
events, or narration adorned with 
poetic licenfe. The concluding 
fentence in the lait head by no 
means precludes this enquiry.— 
Such compofition is fuited to ma- 
ny important purpofes, and is far 
from implying any reflection on 
the {pirit of truth, or its author— 
Befides, many other paffages in 
the facred writings are of this 
kind; fuch is the whole book of 
Canticles, and the parables of our 
bleffed Saviour. 

The learned are divided on this 
head as well as the laft, but the 
decifion is not of the greateft im- 
portance—the inftru€tion and im- 
provement are the fame, on either 
fuppofition. The compofition 
and arrangement of the parts will 
agree to the latter hypothefis— 
not only as it is compofed in poet- 
ic meafure, but is an epic poem, 
completely perfeét in its kind— 
this will appear if we confider the 
place, circumftances and time or 
duration of the ation, which need 
not be fuppofed to be more than 
thirty or forty days—the refpect- 
ive parts, the manner in which 
they are fuflained by each of the 
a€tors—the exceedingly intereit- 
ing and important nature of the 
fubjeét—the hero of the poem— 
its folemn climax—till the 4/- 
mighty {peaks from the impending 

torm, and brings on the grand 
cataflrophe of the poem.—How 
uninterefting and infipid are the 
poems of Homer and Virgil, and 





the moft admired compofitions of 
uninfpired men, when compared 
with the book of Job !——Other 
circumftances might be named in 
favor of the latter hypothefis, but 
having obferved that, on either 
fuppofition the inftruction and 
moral are the fame— 

IV. We hall briefly confider 
the laft enquiry—What is the 
moral and religious inftruétion 
which this book contains, or for 
what end was it written ? 

In all divine operations, we are 
fure that the work is well adapted 
to the end for which it was de- 
figned.—T hat this book was de- 
figned for fome important end will 
not be doubted. We may learn 
the end for which it was defigned 
by the objeéts a€tually obtained, 
or to which it is evidently adapted. 
—The apoftle James, in a paflage 
alluded to in the beginning of this 
differtation, chap. v. 11. addrefles 
the fuffering Chriftians in the fol- 
lowing words, “ Ye have heard 
of the patience of Job, and have 
feen the end of the Lord, that 
the Lord is very pitiful and of 
tender mercy.”” From this we 
are led to the following conclu- 
fions, viz. that this book gives an 
eminent difplay of patience, in the 
charaéter of Job, and manifetts 
the tender mercy of God to his 
people, even in their deepeft af- 
flictions, and that thefe were, at 
leait, fome of the divine defigns 
in the forrows of Job. In other 
words, the forrows of Job were 
appointed by God with a view to 
difplay the amiable perfeétion of 
his own chara¢ter, in thofe refpects 
and events where men are mott 
inclined to repine, and charge 
God foolithly, and alfo to exhibit 
the diftinguifhing nature of true 
religion in an example of fuffering 
piety under the fharpeft trials. 

‘hat thefe ends are accom- 
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plifhed in the hiftory of Job, will 
appear from the following view of 
the leading facts. This book 
prefents us with a charaéter the 
moft amiable and perfeé& which is 
compatible with the prefent ftate 
of humanity—acharacter fupport- 
ed in high life, in the midft of the 
temptations attendanton theriches 
and glories of this world, which, 
according to the genius of that 
difpenfation were confidered as 
the prefent reward of diltinguith- 
ed virtue. This character was 
no lef{s eminent by the teftimony 
of divine approbation, than in the 
efteem of men. 

Satan, the adverfary and accufer 
of the brethren, accufes Job be- 
fore God of felfifhnefs and hypoc- 
rify. By divine permiffion he 
puts him to the trial, by the fud- 
en lofs of his great riches and all 
his children. The good man fuf- 
tained the fhock, worfhipped God 
and bleffed his name. Satan, in 
a fecond interview with the Moft 
High, ftill accufes Job of felfifh- 
nefs and hypocrify, and intimates 
that the fear of death had kept 
Job from apoftacy, but that under 
greater trials, which would render 
even death an objeét of defire, his 
hypocrify would be manifeft.— 
Satan is permitted to attack him, 
according to his wifh—Job is re- 
duced to that hopelefs ftate and 
extremity of forrow, which led 
him ardently to long for death, 
and produced thofe exclamations 
of defpair, in curfing the day of 
his birth, contained in the third 
chapter—from which it is evi- 
dent he viewed his exiflence as a 
grievous calamity, and would hare 
efteemed it a mercy to have been 
reduced to his original nonentity. 
But ftill he juftifies God, faying, 
fhall we receive good at the hand 
of God, and fhall we not receive 
evil? chap. ii. 10, 





The fingularity of the cafe, fo 
contrary to the ufual courfe of 
divine providence, in that difpeu- 
{ation of religion, and in that ear- 
ly age, induced the friends of Job 
to conclude that, notwithftanding 
the apparent eminence of his pie- 
ty, he muft have been really the 
reverfe, and as fuch was now de- 
tected by the hand of God. In- 
ftead, therefore, of pouring into 
his wounded heart the balm of 
friendly fympathy, they accufe 
him of hypocrify, and as being 
an enemy to God, and proved 
fuch by his prefent fufferings. 
Job afferted his integrity to the 
laft, and ardently longed for an- 
interview with his Maker—ap- 
pealed from man to God, and in- 
treated to know wherefore he 
contended with him. Elihu vin- 
dicated the divine condu&t, from 
a confideration of the greatnefs of 
God and the littlenefs of man, 
and reproved Job as repining a- 
gainft the Mo? High. Finally 
the divine voice interpofed and 
declared the infinite fuperiority of 
God above creatures, and thus 
taught Job to be {till and know 
that he is God—Job fubmitted 
with the deepeft humility ; he 
was accepted, his friends cenfured 
by God, and reflored in anfwer 
to his prayer. 

This paflage in the hiflory of 
Job is particularly worthy of our 
attention. He had felt himfelf 
exceedingly injured by their treat- 
ment, in his affliction, wounded 
in the tendereft part, the fincerity 
of his religion, in circumftances 
which demanded the fympathy of 
ftrangers. If bitter refentment 
could ever be juftified, it would 


‘have been fo on that occafion. 


But nothing was farther from 
his heart. The genninenefs and 
fublimity of his religion were 
clearly exemplified im his prayer 
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for his friends. It was openly ac- 
cepted by God, his friends were 
reftored to the divine favor, and 
«the Lord turned the captivity 
of Job,” when he prayed for his 
friends. 

This was the finifhing trait in 
the chara¢ter of this excellent 
man ; and completed the evidence 
that his religion was not hypocri- 
tical or felfifh, but difinterefted, 
fupernatural and divine. He was 
openly accepted by God. His 
children were reflored to him. 
His wealth and profperity were 
doubled, and to a good old age 
he was diftinguifhed as the favor- 
ite of heaven. 

Thus we are taught, by this 


‘hiftory, the peculiar nature of that 


religion which defcends from 
God, and leads to God—which 
is adapted to all conditions of 
men, but fhines with diftinguifhed 
juftre in fuffering piety. Happy, 
if we are not wanting to ourfelves, 
that “* we have heard of the pati- 
ence of Job, and have feen the 


end of the Lord.”’ 


CoroLzarr. 


The worth and importance of 
the book of Job, in the facred 
canon appears from its being fo 
excellent an illuftration of the 
nature of true religion, in a 
manner enainently adapted to give 
conviction to the heart, and af. 
ford the beft fupport and com- 
fort to afflited faints ; and this 
by a courfe of remarkable events, 
in an age of the world when the 
church was not favored with that 
ample revelation from heaven 
which we now enjoy. 

Tn how many initances, through 
all ages have afflicted faints been 
inftru&ted, humbled, and fupport- 
ed by the book of Job ! 

Let us receive the inftruGtion it 
is adapted to give, and pra¢tife the 





important leffons it contains. Ef. 
pecially be careful that our reli. 
gion reft not in thofe views, affec- 
tions, and purfuits, which begin 
and end in felf, or in our own pri- 
vate advantage, but in thofe which 
embrace the common good, unite 
to the beft intereft of men and an- 
gels, and centre ultimately, in the 
glory of God and our Lord Jefus 
Chritt. 
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remembered God, and was trovu- 
bled. Defigned to illuftrate the 
queflion, “ How is it, that the 
things of religion fhould meet with 
Juch diverfe moral feelings, at 


different times, among men.” 
NUMBER II. 
[Continued from p. 433. 
On the different feelings of unbeliev- 
ers, on moral fubjeds. 
INNERS, as well as believ- 


KJ) ers, have their different feel- 
ings with refpe& to religious ob- 


jects. To-day may be feen a fort 


of fobriety, fteadinefs and evident 
concern to act as rational agents. 
To-morrow appears an awful fpi- 
rit of carelefsnefs, Ievity, and 
thoughtlefs prefumption. Some- 
times the world with its divers va- 
nities, feems to engrofs their whole 
attention. At others this world 
in all its glory looks like a bub- 
ble, ready to burft and leave them 
in defpair. Thefe things have of- 
ten excited the above queftion, 
How finners come to be the fub- 
jects of fuch different feelings. To 
folve this the boafted geniufes of 
the human race have made great 
exertions ; efpecially in the pre- 
fent age of reafon. Formerly, 
fome imputed thefe jarring con- 
traditions to the conteft between 
two eternal principles, or Gods, 
the one good, and the other evil ; 
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in which conteft men were in- 
volved, and become agitated as 
they fell under the influence of 
either. While others accounted 
for thefe things by an inexora- 
ble and blind fate. 

Some of the moderns, dream 
that we have a train of natural dif- 
eafes in the mind, as well as in the 
body ; which may caufe fuch 
different frames of feeling, with- 
out any fuperintending provi- 
dence. 

But others afcribe it all to the 
craftinefs and guile of hard heart- 
ed, defigning men, who with by 
their influence to fpoil the eafe 
and comfort of others. Thus 
they wander into endlefs contra- 
dictions, and leave the queftion 
more involved in darknefs ‘than 
they found it. Such is the wif- 
dom of this world. Now, as be- 
fore noticed, let any one impar- 
tially look into the fcriptures and 
the myftery will vanifh.. Here is 
the only rational anfwer : “I 
remembered God, and was trou- 
bied.”” To fet God before men 
as the true God, and his being 
kept in view, will account for the 
different frames in which the im- 
penitent are feen. Becaufe, they 
ttand in a ferious relation to God 
as his creatures and fubjeéts— 
They, as well as believers, have a 
moral capacity that renders them 
accountable to God. ‘They have 
a coafcience, which will accu/e, or 
excu/>, as they conduct themfelves 
towards the Lord. “ The fpirit 
of a man is the candle of the Lord, 

fearching all the inward part of the 
beliy.”? Prov. xx. 27. compared 
with Rom. ii. 13, 14. and Job 
Vill. Q. XV. 24. Therefore, 
men cannot refle& ferioufly on 
moral condu@t, without a. fecret 
whifper within. All is not 
right. You are ina more intereft- 





ing fituation than you imagine. 


The things of God bear the evi- 
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dent marks of eternal truth.” 
Thus God has a witnefs in every 
man’s breaft, which, when proper- 
ly informed, will ever fpeak’ for 
the Moft High. When the di- 
vine charaéter is fet fairly before 
men, all things look folemn. 
When they think his eye is upon 
them, they tremble. But when 
this view is withdrawn, they feel 
airy, loofe and vain, and are full 
of foolith trifling. And having 
depraved hearts, they try hard to 
keep him out of fight by pervert- 
ing his chara¢ter, dreaming that 
he is juft fuch an one as them- 
felves. Still, when God is exhi- 
bited according to the fcriptures, 
they tremble, efpecially under im- 
pending judgments. When this 
is not the cafe, it is very clear, 
they do not remember God their 
maker. 

In the inftances of faints and 
finners there mutt be an effential 
difference, as to the nature of their 
remembering God. The former 
have a cordial, friendly fenfe of his 
character and glory. While the 
latter, in their appreheafion of 
God, rife no higher than the con- 
victions of confcience. However, 
the finner has a remembrance of 
God that makes him tremble. 

In this remembrance, the finner 
has fome realizing apprehenfion, 
that the things of God are a real- 
ity —That the bible is the word of 
God—That the God of this reve- 
lation is the true God—That his 
government is univerfal and he will 
not give his glory to another— 
That his law is juit, holy and infiex- 
ible—That the tranfgrefior is in 
the hand of a righteous, benevolent 
God, and cannot efcape—That 
all men are finners, and juftly ex- 
pofed to ruin—That the gofpel of 
grace is the only way of falvation 
—And that Jefus Chriit is the 
Son of God, and the only media- 


tor ; and the conditions of life 
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through him altogether reafona- 
ble. This view mutt bring the 
finner into an interefting fituation. 
He may well refle&t : “* Here is 
the God of the fcriptures, whom 
all faints and angels love and a- 
dore. I ought to do the fame. 
Bot I am a tranfgreflor, impeni- 
tent, and the law of holinefs curfes 
me to endlefs mifery. I cannot 
efcape the vengeance of the Al- 
mighty. What can I do. God 
tells me to fubmit to him, and juf- 
tify his law, and all his proceed- 
ings. ‘This feems hard! I mutt 
do no iniquity, I may not gratify 
any pride nor luft, on pain of end- 
lefs mitery. I am told, that I 
am wholly a finner, blind, naked 
and wretched; and muft come 
empty to Chrift for life, or perifh. 
This to me is dreadful ! What 
fhall I do ? I find an heart to con- 
tend with my maker. Yet my 
confcience teftifies, that thefe hard 
feelings are wholly wrong ; and 
that God would be jut in punith- 
ing me forever. If I fay, God is 
not fo holy and inflexible as to do 
this, it fill tells me, that Iam de- 
lauding myfelf with vain imagina- 
tions. If I fay, God will forget 
my fins, or never punifh them, 
ftill I fear it isalladream. If I 
fay, there is no God, this will 
pot filence the difturber in 
my breait ; and if I fay, there 
is nothing in the gofpel, yet I 
am no way relicved, Alas ! 
where fhall I hide from this hely 
God ? I may experience all the 
evil I fear. O eterniiy ! infup- 
portable eternity ! What will be- 
come of me ?” 

Thefe troubles are vifible iu the 
cafe of thofe who try to keep the 
true God out of fight." But they 
are much more vilible in finners 
under ferious imprefflions, particu- 
larly when awakenings prevail. 
Such impreffions give to religion 
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a reality, accompanied with fharp 


convictions, which throw finners 
into trouble unknown to thofe 
who fit in the ftate of carnal fecu- 
rity. This remembrance of Ged 
will rationally account for all the 
fears, diftrefs and engagednefs, 
which we fee in fuch periods of 
the out pouring of the fpirit of 
God. ‘The things of godlinefy 
are deeply imprefied on the minds 
of faints and finners. Death, 
judgment and eternity are brought 
nigh, and fecurity vanifhes. Sin- 
ners open their deluded eyes, and 
behold ! their feet are on flippe- 
ry places, and they muft flide in 
due time. Their all is at flake ; 
eteruity is opening ; God is a 
confuming fire, who will not be 
mocked by finners. If fo, how 
can they refrain from finking into 
trouble ? They have every reafon 
to be thoroughly alarmed. 

Some will confider this the ef- 
fect of delufion and folly. But why 
do they think fo, and fay fo? Is 
it not, becaufe they do not remem- 
ber God ? And were the remem- 
brance of God more deeply imprel- 
'fed on men, and divine things 
| more thoroughly in view, more 
| awakenings would appear than at 
prefent are experienced. Oppo- 
fers and fcoffers, probably, would 
be as much alarmed as any clafs 
of men whatever. This has becn, 
in a good meafure, verified in the 
cafes of a number in the late revi- 
val of religion. When they re- 
membered God, however ftupid and 
atheiftical before, then shey were 
troubled. They could readily fay, 
“‘ I forgot God, and wapdered in- 
to endlefs abfurdities. But whea 
I remembered him, they all vanifh- 
ed. Only let God come near in 
his holy fovereign charaGter, and 
we have reafon enough to be a- 
larmed and tremble. It is becaufe 








God is kept out of fight, that 
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men feel and act more fike beafts 
than moral agents.” 

In a word, would men realize 
God aright, as impartially eyeing 
their hearts and aétions, and de- 
termined to reward them accord- 
ing to their deeds ; it would damp 
their vain feelings, take away 
their fancied confidence and joys, 
and leave them in forrow. We 
need only fet God before us, in 
order to have all things put on the 
countenance of folemnity. Thus, 
the remembrance of God will give 
a fhock that is never felt, when he 
is out of fight. When he is in 
view, it accounts for all our religi- 
ous feelings. And on the other 
hand, when he is out of fight, we 
have all our vain feelings. Per- 
haps, fome may afk, ** How fhall 
we account for the different feel- 
ings among the heathen, who 
have never heard of the true God? 
Reply : They a& from fimilar 
principles with the reft of man- 
kind. They have a confcience 
as well as others. And they 
have fome traditionary hints of a 
power fuperior to men, though 
they egregioufly miftake in his 
being and moral charaéter. How- 
ever, they ftand in fear of fuch a 
God as they have imagined, and 
it has great influence on them. 
When they apprehend themfelves 
under the eye of their God, their 
moral condu& is very different 
from what it is, when they feel 
themfelves out of his fight. 

The above ftatement will affift 
us in accouniing for feveral things. 

1. That young perfons, and 
many others in a itate of fecurity 
and vanity, dread being alone. 
They wifh to be abforbed in jolli- 
ty and carnal mirth. They will 
go farther to eujoy fuch an empty 
icene, than to witnefs all the offers 
of the gofpel. he reafons are, 
they have a perverted tafte, and 
Vor. JII. No. 12. 
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are tranfgreffors. Hence, when 
alone confcience troubles them for 
their madnefs and folly. To rid 
themfelves of thefe ftings, they 
would never allow themfelves any 
opportunity for ferious refletion. 
They plunge into conftant diffi. 
pation, where they muft perifh, 
unlefs God be more merciful to 
them than they are to their own 
fouls. 

2. It will account for the floods 
of herefies, immorality and infi- 
delity, which break in upon us. 
Forgetfulnefs of God opens the 
flood-gate for all the vicious pro- 
penfities of men. ‘* Come! our 
lips are our own; who is Lord 
over us? Come! let us eat, drink 
and be merry ; for to-morrow fhall 
be as this day, and much more a- 
bundant. Come! let us follow 
our own devices; let us follow 
nature ; for there is none to call 
us to account for what we do.” 

3- It will direct us to put a 
juft eftimate on the charafers of 
thofe who imbibe and propagate 
notions calculated to keep Jeho- 
vah out of view. Such are de- 
ceivers, who break the cords of 
moral obligation, aud give the 
reins to pride, luft and vanity ; 
and ruin both themfelves and all 
they engage. 

Of this clafs may be confidered 
all the felf-juftifying under the 
gofpel. Such ftrip God of his 
righteoufnefs and true holinefs, 
and render the gofpel in vain. 
“For if righteoufnefs come by the 
law, then is Chrift dead in vain.”’ 
Gal. ii. 21. This muft keep 
God concealed, and allow men to 
fin with amazing greedinefs. In 
perfe& confonance with this ob- 
fervation it is obfervable, that the 
felf-righteous can boaft of no bet- 
ter morals than other men in 

eneral. 

Of the fame general clafs are 
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thofe who deny future punifh- 
ment. Sucha ftep is taking away 
trouble at once, that men may 
have nothing to fear. It is, in 
reality, putting off the evil day at 
fuch a diitance, that no finner can 
complain. But is it not at the 
fame time opening the horrible 
pit, from whence there is no re- 
demption? Or why do all men, 
thefe as well as others, fall into 
trouble, whenever they realize a 
holy God ? 

"The deniers of revelation mutt 
rank under the fame clafs. Such 
evidently do not remember God. 
The confequence is, they are 
qandering flars, to whom is re- 
ferved the blacknefs of dark. 
nefs forever. Long obfervation 
evinces, that fuch fentiments will 
not give peace in a ttormy day. 
‘They give no hope in the paflage 
of death. Such die in their fins. 

Atheiils muft rank under the 
fame clafs. They break every 
band of religion, and leave man 
to be his own God. Is not this 
tearing away the flood-gate, and 
giving room for all the luft of the 
human heart to flow ? Hence, 
men *¢ draw iniquity with cords of 
vanity, and fin as ii were with a 
cart rope.’ "There is no God to 
punish, no heaven to defire, and 
no hell to dread. Men dic like 
the beafts that perifh ; wherefore 
let us live like them. Such are 
the delufions of infidelity. ‘Thefe 
feveral notions, the flighteft con- 
fideration will convince, muft de- 
{troy focial happinefs. So far as 
the experiment has been made, 

1 
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is the genuine fruit of forgetting 
God. 


To enforce thefe obfervations, 
it mufL be remembered, that the 
great day of judgment is coming, 
in which all muit appear before 
Chrift as the judge of quick and 
dead. ‘The wicked have troubles 
in this world. What will they 
do, when their devices can ferve 
no longer to keep the God of If- 
rael out of fight?) When he hall 
come to vindicate his name from 
all the hard fpeeches and felfifh 
deeds of the ungodly, and reward 
them accerding to their decep- 
tions? What mutt be their agi- 
tations in the laft day? Then no 
one can hide. ‘* Behold he com- 
eth in the clouds, and every eye 
| fhall fee him: and all kindreds of 
| the earth fhall wail becaufe of him. 
| Even fo, amen.” Rev.i.7. Sin- 
| ners mutt anfwer for themfelves. 
! They will have no advocate to 
| plead their caufe. Imagine then 
the diftrefsful fcene !—How will 
unfaithful minifters. feel, when 
their loft hearers fhall face them 
before the omnifcient Judge ? 
“© Here I am on the left hand, 
becaufe my minilter did not in- 
firuét me faithfully in the nature 
'and character of the true God, 
| and warn me to remember the Lord 
‘and Saviour, Mutt I be lott 
‘thro’ his carelefs and inhuman ex- 
| ample? Eternity! Oh, eternity ! 
| who can fupport the thought !” 








How will irreligions parents 
feel, to have their negleéted chil- 
dren reproach them before the al- 





fais demonfirate that they are of | fembled univerfe? ** You never 


a fatal nature. How can men act 
fo? ‘ Madnefs is in their hearts 
while they live, and after that 
they go to the dead.”” Such per- 
fons are often boafting of their 
humanity. But is it not a itrange 
and perverted humanity? Such 


| told us what it was to remember 
| God, according to the gofpel— 
and you fet us the example to lead 
us dire€tly into this diftrefsful con- 
dition ! How could you be fo 
unnatural !—Oh! to have parents 
lead the way to everlailing fire— 


ee 


“6 eh, eipadangnna <P 














a ee 








1803. 


and then to be curfed with their 
company forever and ever ! 

How will feducers feel before 
the Judge they have fo heartily 
defpifed when thofe whom they 
have feduced will charge them 
with their deftructive and poifon- 
ous fnares? * You told us, that 
the gofpel was a farce ; or not of 
fuch a nature as fome reprefent- 
ed: are thefe the golden dreams 
you preached to us? Oh! that 
we could be rid of fuch company ! 
Hard lot, to be turned off with 
you into the place from whence 
we cannot efcape !” 

How then mutt all thefe feel, 
when the fentence fhall pafs, and 
they depart in their own blood, 
aud fink to the loweft hell, /oaded 
with the blood of all they feduced 
and eternally ruined! The ftate- 
ment is overwhelming. May fuch 
confider before the Judge call ! 

To conclude, let us all remem- 
ber God with an honeft, faithful 
heart ; then a brighter fcene may 
open in this world, and in the lait 
day. Let us fet God always be- 
fore us, as our rightful fovercign, 
and be faithful in our feveral fta- 
tions and work. This will fave 
believers a whole feries of troubles 
and difappointments—and the fin- 

ner will efcape the curfes of time, 
the infupportable troubles of the 
judgment day, and the defpairing 


glooms of eternity. 


The office of the Holy Ghoft in the 
Salvation of the Eleé. 


HERE are men, who were 
chofen in Chrift unto fal- 
vation, before the foundation of 
the world. The Father hath 
given them to Chrift, in confider- 
ztion of his work of redemption. 
And all that the Father hath 
given him will come unto him. 





They are deftined to be veflels of 
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mercy. It is with fpecial refer. 
ence to them, that the Holy 
Ghoft is fent into the world. He’ 
indeed often awakens others, and 
imprefies their minds with fome 
fenfe of the importance of relig- 
ious truths ; but does not fubdue 
their wills He awakens and 
convinces them of their fins, and 
then leaves them to the inclina- 
tions of their own hearts, which, 
being altogether evil, infallibly 
lead them to deftruction. His 
bufinefs is principally with the 
ele@. He is fent to fulfil the 
covenant of redemption made with 
Chrift, that he fhall fee of the 
travail of his foul and be fatisfed. 
And fo far as the falvation of man 
is concerned, Chriit is fatisfied 
with the falvation of thofe whom 
the Father hath given him, in the 
covenant of redemption. He afks 
no more. In his interceflory 
prayer, recorded in the 17th 
chapter of john, he grounds his 
intercefhion on that covenant. He 
fays, I pray not for the world; 
but for thofe which thou haft giv- 
enme. And he acknowledges 
that he had received power over 
all ficfh, to give eternal life to as 
many as the Father had given 
him. And having finifhed his 
work, he afks them only for his 
reward. 

Thofe who are thus given to 
Chrift, are naturally as corrupt as 
othermen. The reafon why they 
are feleted, to be members of 
Chrift, rather than others, God 
has not difclofed. Our Lord 
has taught us how we fhould 
feel on this fubjeét, in his ad- 
drefs to the Father,—* I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that thou hait hid thefe 
things from the wife and prudent, 
and haft revealed them untobabes ; 
even fo Father, for fo it feemed 
good in thy fight.” “There is uo 
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effential difference between the | fins and mifery, and to feel his 


ele& and others, until it is effe&- 
ed by the holy Spirit. He has 
it in charge to prepare them for 
the things for which they are de- 
figned, that they may ftand as pil- 
lars in the temple of God, to the 
glory of his infinite grace. God 
orders their education, and all 
their circumflances and connec- 
tions in this life, with a fpecial 
view to this end; tho’ they do 
not regard him until the Spirit 
begins his operations with them. 
When the Holy Ghoft begins 
his work upon fuch as are chofen 
to eternal life, he does not make 
any new revelations to their un- 
derftandings in an immediate way: 
but impreffes their minds with 
the things which are already writ- 
ten in the fcriptures,—faitens a 
fenfe of their truth and importance 
upon them, and convinces them 


of fin, of righteoufnefs, and of | 


judgment. This is neceflary ; 
for no one can believe on Jefus 





Chrift, or return unto God, until | 


he fees that he has gone aftray 
from God, and has real need of 
fuch a Redeemer. Thefe con- 


victions do not infpire the unre- 
But they clearly difcover to them 


are fo condu&ted, as to caufe their 


corruptions to manifeft themfelves. | 


And they produce deep anxiety | 


and diftrefs of foul. The finner 
is bro’t to fee himfelf wholly de- 
praved in heart, utterly inexcufa- 
ble, in the hands of an angry God, 
and dependent on fovercign, all- 
conquering grace for any profpeét 
of efcaping his endlefs wrath. 
Still however he is a finner, under 
condemnation, and fees himfelf in 
this fituation. Thefe conviétions 
are fometimes called the prepara- 
tory work of the Spirit, becaufe 
they bring the finner to fee his 


need of a Saviour. 

Further: The Holy Ghoft re. 
news the hearts of all whom the 
Father hath given unto the Son. 
Their oppofition to God is fub- 
dued. As many as are ordained 
to eternal life believe. They be- 
come full of love to God, and the 
willing fubjeéts of divine grace. 
This is wro’t wholly by the pow- 
er of the Spirit, without any pre- 
vious concurrence of their own 
wills. They are born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flefh, 
nor of the will of man, but of 
God,—are born of the Spirit. 
God, who commanded the light 
to fhine out of darknefs, fhineth 
in their hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the face of Jefus Chrift. 
The Holy Spirit, by thus chang- 
ing their hearts, produces in them 
repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Henceforth they become interett- 
ed in all the promifes which are 


| made to fuch as repent and believe 


the gofpel. They are now bro’t 
into perfonal covenant with God. 


| They have given themfelves to 
newed with holinefs or comfort. | 


_he will be their God, and that 
their enmity againft God; and | 





him; and he has promifed that 


none fhall pluck them out of his 
hands. But God has not receiv- 
ed them into favor becaufe their 
repentance or faith have rendered 
them deferving of his love ; but 
becaufe he gave them to Chritt, 
to be the fruits of his redemption. 
And being thus given to Chrift, 
he treats them with favor, from 
regard to his beloved Son. They 
are made accepted in the beloved. 

From this time, the Spirit takes 
fpecial poffeffion of them, as the 
property of Chrift, and the heirs 
of his kingdomand glory. They 
become the temples of the Holy 
Ghoft. The Spirit takes charge 


,. —_. «2 enti ee 3A 








1803. 


of them, to prepare them for the 
purpofes for which they were 
given to Chrift. That they may 
be veffels of mercy fit for his ufe 
and fervice. The Father loves 
them, and the Holy Ghoft loves 
them, as being the children of 
Chrift, members of his body, and 
monuments of his glory ; and 
therefore willingly takes it upon 
him to prepare them by his pow- 
er, thro’ faith unto falvation. 

In engaging to accomplifh this 
work of grace, there is much bu- 
finefs undertaken. The fpirit is 
employed continually, in nume- 
rous offices of mercy to Chritti- 
ans. He does not ordinarily ren- 
der them at once perfeé in holi- 
nefs. That would not be beft for 
them, nor fit them fo well for the 
purpofes for which they are de- 
figned. In his condu& towards 
them, in their imperfect {ftate, 
which continues till death, he con- 
vinces them by their own experi- 
ence, which is the moft feeling of 
all inftruétors, of many things 
which peculiarly prepare them to 
be an honorto Chrift. He brings 
their vilenefs, the plague of their 
own hearts, and their extreme ob- 
ftinacy and frowardnefs more a- 
bundantly into their own view, by 
its being acted out in all circum- 
ftances, and under all obligations, 
than could have taken place, if 
they were perfetly fanctified at 
once. He teaches them by expe- 
rience their weaknefs, dependence, 
and need of divine protection and 
grace, to uphold them, and reader 
them ufeful in the world. ‘This 
renders Chrift, his promifes, and 
the aid of the fpirit more preci- 
oustothem. They become more 
affe&ted with a fenfe of the rich- 
nefs and freenefs of divine grace— 
of God’s worderful long fuffer- 
ing and faithfulnefs to provoking 
creatures. They incveafe in the 
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knowledge of themfelves, of God, 
of their relation to him, and of his 
infinite condefcenfion to them, 
and kind attention to their wants. 
The holy fpirit takes of the things 
of Chrift, and fhews them to his 
people, by placing them in an in- 
numerable variety of circumftances, 
adapted to give them the moft ad- 
vantageous and imprefflive views of 
the various things which God 
has inferted in the holy {criptures. 
One fituation prepares them pe- 
culiarly to fee the excellency of 
one thing, and another of ano- 
ther thing which he has revealed. 
Trials, vi€tories, falls, recoveries, 
comforts and affliftions, all in 
their turns, render them peculiar- 
ly fufceptible of a fenfe of the 
glory of one part or other of the 
{criptures, and of the abundant 
provifions of the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion. And the {pirit takes ad- 
vantage of thefe circumftances to 
difclofe their glory ; fo that they 
appear exceedingly rich. Chrift 
told his difciples, that the fpirit 
fhould bring all things to their 
remembrance, whatfoever he had 
faid unto them. On particular 
occafions, believers have the moit 
fuitable texts of fcripture fre- 
quently fuggefted to their minds, 
peculiarly fitted to their circum- 
itances, either for reproof, warn- 
ing, confolation, or fupport under 
temptations ; and they are brought 
to their remembrance in fuch num- 
bers, order and power, as befpeak 
the work of the holy fpirit. He 
leads them to realize that the pro- 
mifes of God are firmer than the 
mountains,—reveals the inexpref- 
fible importance of God’s law, 
and of his kingdom,—fills the foul 
with a fenfe of eternity, fo as to 
break the ftrength of thole tempt- 
ations which originate from the 
deceitful importance aflumed by 
the things of this world. He be- 
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comes in them who believe a fpi- | particular dealings with them- 


rit of prayer,—helpeth their in- 
firmities, leads them to cry Abba 


felves. Thefe comforts are of an 
holy nature—are infpired by the 


Father, and maketh interceffion holy fpirit, and cannot be enjoyed 
in them with groanings which | but by an holy heart. 


cannot be uttered. He fearcheth 


In contemplating the offices of 


all things, yea the deep things of | the Holy Ghoit, in the falvation of 
God, and fo fuggefts the excel- | the elect, it is impoffible for expe- 
lency of them to believers, that | rienced Chriftians not to reflect on 
they are made to have their effect | his importance to them. He is 


upon their hearts. 
from fin—reftores them when they 
have wandered, when necellary he 


gives them that extraordinary in- | 


trepidity, that they are not over- 
awed by the frowns of princes, or 
the fears of death. This has been 
well illuftrated by the hiftory of 
the prophets, apoftles and mar- 
tyrs. He excites them to vigi- 
lance, and a life of holinefs. In 


the difcharge of the duties which 


devolve upon them, they are made, | 


to bring forth fruit, fome thirty, | 


fome fixty, and fome an hundred 


fold. Jn a word, the fpirit of 


in all their circumftances, and 
makes ufe of the word, ordinances 
and providence of God to in- 
ftruét, reprove, reftrain, encou- 
rage and defend them, and gra- 
dually prepare them for the blef- 
fings defigned them, and the ufes 
for which they are intended. 

The Holy Ghoft is alfo called 
the comforter. The comforts 
which he gives are the pleafures 
which believers receive in the con- 
templation of God, as he is reveal- 
ed in the feriptures, in all his ad- 
miniftrations. "Thefe are an in- 
exhauftible fource of enjoyment to 
fuch as have an heart that can be 
gratified by beholding divine per- 
teG&ions. He alfo gives them 
precious comforts, from the fatis- 
fadtion which they take in em- 
ploying themfelves in the duties 
of vehgion, and in admiring the 
wifdom aud mercy of God in his 


He reftrains | every thing to them for inftruGion, 


conviction, regeneration, perfeve- 
rance, growth in grace, comfort, 
and final perfection in holinefs and 
happinefs. It is altogether by 
him that they are made to differ 
from the worft of mankind. They 
might as well hope for falvation 
without the mediation of Chritt, 
as without the peculiar office of 
the Holy Ghoft. Thefe confid- 
erations excite their admiration, 
awaken their gratitude, ard en- 
courage them to work out their 


_own falvation with fear and trem- 
bling, becaufe it is God that 
God is in believers, manages them | 


worketh in them, both to will and 
to do. And they cannot refrain 
from crying under the influence 
of thefe refleGtions, Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto 


thy name give glory. 


| 
| 
| 


| 





Chrift has not left his children 
comfortlefs, They are not or- 
phans. By giving them his fpi- 
rit, he has beftowed immenfe blef- 
fings upon them. How rich are 
their comforts, daily enjoyed in 
proportion to the communications 
of the Holy Ghoft. Let them,— 
let all mankind, tafle and fee that 
the Lord is good. Let them aik 
for the rich fupplies of his fpirit, 
rejoicing in, and taking enconrage- 
ment from the declaration made 
by Chrift. If a fon afk bread of 
any of you that is a father, will 
he give him a ftone ? Or if he alls 
a fith, will he for a fith give him 
a ferpent ? Or if he afk an eggs 
will he offer him a feorpion ? If 
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ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more fhall your 
heavenly Father give the holy fpi- 
rit to them that afk him ?—To 
the God of all grace and confola- 
tion be everlafting praifes. Amen. 


MIKROS. 


Thoughts on the gofpel means of a- 


wakening finners. 


REVIOUSLY to the con- 
verfion of finners, it is God’s 
ordinary method to convince them 
of their deplorable ftate, and a- 
waken their confciences. Convic- 
tion appears to be a pre-requifite 
to regeneration: and this pre-re- 
quifite is effe€ted in the ufe of 
means. ‘ By the law is the 
knowledge of fin.”” « And how 
fhall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ?” 
Now, it is an important en- 
quiry, what doGrines and divine 
truths are the moit dire&ly cal- 
culated for the conviction and 
awakening of finners ? Some fay, 
they ought to be encouraged in 
their own works, and by warmly 
exhorting them to duty, aid fet- 
ting before them the beauty of ho- 
linefs they will hereby be the molt 
likely to become convinced and 
awakened. Others advocate, that 
fimply holding up the terrors of 
hell, will be moft likely to pro- 
duce this needful effet. Even 
fome, who profefs to be Calvin- 
iftic in fentiment, tell us, that the 
doétrine of flri& total depravity, 
and divine abfolute fovereignty 
are not profitable to awaken fin- 
ners, but will have a more direct 
tendency to increafe their ftupidi- 
‘ty. Thofe alfo, who are difpofed 
to cavil at truth, and who choofe 
to remaia undifturbed in their fins, 
tell us, that if they are abfolute- 
ly dependent on divine grace, 
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they will reft contented, God 
will do with them as he pleafes. 
But as we have no warrant to 
make the feelings of the depraved 
heart our guide, let this enquiry 
be now direétly made ;—what 
ideas are the moft /uitalle to be 
impreffled on the mind of th 
thoughtlefs finner, in order for 
him to be alarmed in view of his 
ftate ? 

I anfwer. Let it be clearly 
brought into his view, that he is 
in a totally finful, ruined fate ; 
and that there is no other help but 
in the mere /fovereign pleafure of 
God. 

I will proceed to eftablifh this 
anfwer by evidence. Asatheme 
of illuflration, recourfe will be 
had to a circumitance recorded by 
St. Matthew, fourteenth chapter. 
An inftance is there ftated con- 
cerning the apoitle Peter, which 
bears a direct analogy to the quef- 
tion now before us. 

At a time when our Lord walk- 
ed on the fea of Tiberias, to meet 
his difciples, in confequence of 
Peter’s requeil, the Saviour bade 
Peter come and mect him. But 
we read, “ When he faw the wind 
boifterous he was afraid ; and, be- 
ginning to fink, he cried, Jaying, 
Lord, fave me.” Here we may 
remark, ift. That Peter faw he 
was finking. The wind was boii- 
terous, and we are told, he began 
to fink. 2. He found that he 
could not deliver himfclf. He 
muft doubtlefs be convinced of 
this, when the billows of the pow- 
erful elements began to overflow 
him, and all his exertions to no 
effe&. 3. He faw that if he 
were faved, it muft be Chrill alone 
that could fave him. Finding his 
own ftrength fail, and the Saviour 
near him, at this critical moment, 
the only alternative was, that per- 
haps the Lord might reach ouc 
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his almighty arm and refcue him 
from his threatened death. 4. We 
remark, that Peter was alarmed. 
Convinced of thofe things we have 
here noted, at this moft critical 
period, he was all attention to cry 
out, * Lord fave me !”? All new 
failing him, but a gleam of hope, 
which refted wholly on the mere 
fovereign pleafure of Jefus, it can- 
not be ftrange that he cried out 
as he did. Indeed, who would 
not have been alarmed in this 
cafe? The natural capacities of 
every human mind are of the fame 
flruéture. That which is calcu- 
lated to affect one, is calculated 
to affeét another ; and we fee alfo, 
that thofe exilting circumftances 
ces which would caufe alarm re- 
{pecting temporal, bodily danger, 
would caufe alarm refpe¢cting 
{piritual, eternal danger. ‘To 
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liverance ; being under the domi- 
nion of a * carnal mind, which is 
enmity againft God.” Is there 
any poflible way of deliverance, 
except through the mere grace of 
the Saviour ? Chrift plainly fays, 
“Without me ye can do no- 
thing.” Our fallen ftate is fuch, 

that we are exprefsly told, « It is 
not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of God that 
fhoweth mercy.”? Now, can it 
be any other than the want of a 
conviction of being in this critical 
ftate, that can be the caufe of fin- 
ners remaining in ftupidity ? Or, 
can they view themfelves finking 
down to eternal ruin, and remain 
wholly at eafe and quiet ? If they 
can, then the finking difciple was 
any rational 


| ground. 


view the foul in imminent danger | 
of fuffering the fecond death, is it | 
not as alarming a confideration as | 
| pointing out to them that there is 
pofed to natural death ? The fpi- | 


to view the body imminently ex- 


ritual flate of every one who is 
not born of God, will very well 
compare with the ftate of Peter, 
as it refpe¢ted his natural life. 
Are not finners, while they re- 
main fuch, continually finking in- 
to eternal perdition ? The Holy 
Ghoft tells us, they ftand “ on 
flippery places.”” ‘They are eve- 
ry moment fo fpecially expofed to 
fall into hell, that the prophet re- 
prefents them as being ‘ on flip- 
pery places in the darknefs.””? Can 
finners deliver themfelves from 
this imminent danger? It is fure 
they can no more deliver them- 
felves, than could Peter, from the 
watery grave into which he was 
plunging. Our Lord reprefents 
them as owing more than ten 
thoufand talents, and having no- 
thing to pay. They are alfo 
wholly oppofed to the way of de- 





By adding a few general re- 
marks, it will appear ftill more 
clearly, that bringing into view 
their criminal, ruined ftate, and 


no other help, but in the mere fo- 
vereign pleafure of God, is the 
mof fuccefsful method of awaken- 
ing finners. 

In the firft place, let it be no- 
ted, that a knowledge of danger 
is always neceflary in order for 2 
perfon to feardanger. The mari- 
ner, calmly failing, feels no alarm 
from an unfeen itorm ; though it 
may foon invade him, in a mott 
dreadful torrent. But when it 
comes to his view, and he finds 
himfelf about to perifh, terror and 
alarm feize him ! Indeed, where- 
ever there are fenfible apprehenti- 
ons of danger, emotions of fear 
and concern will be excited, even 
if there be no hope of efcape. It 
is not hope, which alarms people, 
but a knowledge of danger. 

Again ; none who have jutt 
ideas of God, will fear his difplea- 
fure, unlefs they are fenfible they 
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have difobeyed him. Sinners, as 


well as faints, may apprehend, 
that God will not inflict upon 
them the punifhment of eternal 
death, unlefs they have direétly 
broken his holy law. Hence, to 
have that religious concern which 
arifes from proper ground, a per- 
fon muft fee that he is really a 
criminal, as well as fee that he is 
in a dangerous fituation. It is 
needful, therefore, that the fin- 
ner’s true character be difcrimina- 
ted, and held up to view. 

It may, alfo, be further remark- 
ed, that even when a perfon is 
convinced that he is in danger of 
divine wrath, and alfo that he is 
truly deferving of it, his anxiety 
will not be great, fo long as he 
retains an idea that by his own 
exertions he can be reinftated into 
the divine favor. Suppofe a per- 
fon have ever fo important a piece 
of work to perform, and at the 
fame time have laborers employed 
fufficient to do it,—in this cafe, 
would he not view things going 
on well ? How needful it is, there- 
fore, that finners be told they are fo 
dead in trefpaffes and fins that for 
them to be faved, they mutt be 
plucked as brands out of the fire ! 

Add the remarks that have 
now been made, to the faét which 
was adduced concerning Peter ; 
and muft not the anfwer that was 
given to the queftion ftated, ap- 
pear very plain ? 

A few thoughts which natu- 
rally rife from this illuftration are 
worthy of notice. 

1. We fee, that the gofpal, as 
it was preached by Chritt aid his 
apoftles, is peculiarly calculated to 
be a mean of faving finners. God 
works with means. And he has 
ordinarily made conviction and a- 
wakening neceffarv, in order for 
the renewing of the heart. Ac- 
cordingly, we fee that the gofpel 
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points out every unfanGtified foul, 
to be in a critical fituation as was 
Peter, when finking in the depth 
of the fea. Our Lord was ex- 
prefs in fhowing their condemned, 
loft itate when he declared, « He 
that believeth not the Son thal} 
not fee life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him.” In anoe 
ther place he obferves, they are 
condemned already. And to fhow 
themthat their only hope of delivers 
ance is in his mere fovereign grace, 
he declares, «* As the Father raif. 
eth up the dead and quickeneth 
them ; even fo, the Son quicken- 
eth whom he will.”” Saint Paul 
adds, ** He will have mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth.”” 

Thus, from the texts now quos 
ted, as only a fpecimen of the 
general run of infpired preaching, 
we fee how admirably adapted 
are the diftinguifhing truths of 
the gofpel, to be a means of bring- 
ing loft men into the kingdom of 
God. 

2. Another idea, which arifes 
from the fubje& as now illuftrated, 
is, that the perfonal good of every 
one requires that he give an im- 
partial, attentive hearing to the 
moft pointed and plain preaching. 
Though there be no certain con- 
ne€tion between conviétion and 
converfion, yet we look upon a 
man’s ftate more hopeful who has 
a true conviction of his condition, 
than one who is entirely thought- 
lefs.—For, it is by “ the foolifhnefs 
of preaching that God faves them 
who believe.”’ Thofe, therefore, 
who are wie, will give an impar- 
tial hearing to the moft humbling 
and unpalatable doftrines of the 
gofpel. Be attentive then, O fine 
ver, to hear the wortt of your cafe, 
if you have any regard for your 
own foul. 

It becomes thofe, alfo, who 


Nan 























466 On the importance 


view themfelves /aints, ferioufly to 
attend to thofe truths which are 
fo much difrelifhed by the natural 
heart ; that they may hereby 
know whether they have ever felt 
the truth concerning themfelves, 
and whether they are pleafed with 
that which is their only hope of 
falvation. 

3. It appears that the do¢irine 
of divine fovereignty, and man’s 
abfolute dependance on fpecial 
grace, are very neceflary and prof- 
itable to be clearly brought into 
view. If there were any propri- 
ety in Peter’s being alarmed when 
he faw that his life depended 
wholly on the gracious arm of 
Chrift; why ought it not to be a 
particular object with a preacher 
of the gofpel, to convince the un- 
godly multitude that they are thus 
fallen in {uch criminal oppofition 
to their maker, that nothing but 
his mere cleGting love can raife 
them from finking to hell? Why 
fhould truths fo important be pal- 
liated and kept back? If finners 
are difpofed to cavil, and find 
fault with thefe dotrines, it is no 
fign they are not profitable; but 
rather a mark that they are profit- 
able. That which the depraved 
mind defires moft of all, is, to 
remain fecure and undifturbed. 
And fince we are affured in God’s 
word, that the carnal mind is en- 
mity to truth, that which awak- 
ens it in any fenfe, mutt be calcu- 
lated to have a falutary effect. 

4. From what has been faid, 
does it not appear, that fome ob- 


je&t againft having that brought 


into view, which is the moft di- 
re&t mean of their falvation ; and 
which is their only hope? Point 
out the utter finfulnefs of all the 
doings of the unregenerate, and 


-are not many inclined to manifeit 


their oppofition ? Are not many 


‘difpoied to object againft being 





of Family Prayer. [June, 
told, that their deliverance from 
ruin depends wholly on the eter- 
nal purpofe of God? Then we 
fee, they oppofe that which is 
calculated to fecure to them the 
greateft poffible good. They ob- 
je&t againft the ufe of the moft di. 
re&t means for their good. And 
they objeé againft the only encou- 
ragement there is tothe u/é of thofe 
means. ‘Take a view of our ftate 
by nature, and would not all perifh 
had not God an eternal purpofe 
of mercy concerning fome? 
Refrain, therefore, O finner, 
from thefe unjuft replies, left thou 
be found fighting, not only againft 
God, but againft thine own foul. 
Let thy heart no longer defpife 
reproof ; but ferioufly hear, that 
thy foul may live. R. S. 





Mess’rs Epitors, 

IF you fhall judge the fol. 
lowing brief and very imperfect 
hints on a fubje& which is deemed 
very important, worth inferting 
in your very ufeful Magazine, you 
are requetted to do it, after revif- 
ing and correcting them. 

Your friend, 


SENEX. 


To Parents and Heads of* Families 
who are living in the daily neg- 
le of Family Prayer, and the 
religious infiruGion of their Chil- 
dren. 


Dear Frienps, 
N ardent defire for your 
prefent and future welfare 
and felicity, as well as the happi- 
nefs of your dear children and 
families, the peace, order and well 
being of fociety in general, with 
which you ftand connetted, to- 
gether with an honeft defire (as 
I humbly hope) of promoting in 











fome fmall degree the caufe of 
true piety and the religion of our 
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divine Redeemer—have induced 
me to addrefs a few lines to you on 
the fubje& of family prayer and 
inftruétion. My with and defign 
in this attempt is to convince you, 
my dear friends, that while you 
live in the negle&t of a duty fo 
plain and fo important, you have 
but too much reafon to conclude 
that you have no true religion ; 
that you are living without hope 
and without God in the world ; 
and having no religion to folace 
you while paffing thro’ life, what 
will fupport or comfort you in 
the gloomy vale of death ? When 
your flefh and your heart fhall 
fail you, to whom will you look 
for help—on whom will you de. 
pend for fafety and deliverance ? 
Such perfons as are parents and 
heads of families, and who of 
courfe have the care of children 
and their education committed to 
them, have 2 duty of vaft impor- 
tance refting on them. They 
will do well to confider that the 
care not only of their bodies, but 
alfo of their dear, immortal, un- 
dying fpirits is committed to 
them ; and that while they pro- 
vide every thing neceflary for their 
temporal and bodily fupport and 
comfort, but negleé&t the care of 
their fouls, they perform the {mall- 
eft, incomparably the {malleft part 
of the duty which they owe to 
their dear offspring.—The in- 
flruGtion of children in the duties 
and in the nature and reafonable- 
nefs of religion is vaftly impor- 
tant ; and thofe who would faith- 
fully and fuccefsfully difcharge 
the duty, will be very careful and 
confcientious therein. ‘They will 
not only teach them by pious pre- 
cepts, but alfo by pious examples ; 
for in vain will be your pious in- 
ftruCtions if not enforced by relig- 
ious examples. 


Should you be afked whether 
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you love your children, you would 
be furprifed and almoft grieved 
at fo ftrange an enquiry; but, 
my dear friends, let me afk you 
whether that love and affection 
which appears to extend no far- 
ther than to the bodies and the 
temporal concerns of your chil- 
dren, while that which concerns 
them and their tender, anxious 
parents more than ten thoufand 
worlds is wholly negle&ted—can 
with any propriety be called gen- 
uine and true love? I think it 
cannot; but I muft requeft you 
to confider it ferioufly, and with 
the attention which the nature 
and importance of the fubje& de- 
mand. 

Thofe parents who live from 
day to day, and from year to year, 
in the negle& of family prayer 
and inftruction, are not only omit- 





ting an important duty which 
they ought to perform, but are 
| teaching theirdearchildren by their 
| own fatal example, more emphat- 
| ically and more perfuafively than 
by the moft conclufive reafoning, 
| that fuch prayer and fuch inftruc- 
tion are wholly unneceffary.— 
| Permit me to requeft you to con- 
| fider further, what is the tendency 
of this example which you fet ; 
| is it not to render your own hearts 
| more obdurate and infenfible, and 
' your own minds more blind to 
| your own eternal concerns?) But 
| does the evil tendency ftop here ? 
Will not your example ferve to 
encourage others, your neighbors 
and acquaintance, in the neglect 
of their duty, by which you bring 
a double guilt on yourfelves-— 
But above all, how awfully does 
it tend to beget in the minds of 
your dear offspring a difbelief and 
total negleé of all religion, and of 
all the duties of it ; and to caft 
away and deny all moral obliga- 
tion? And, my dear friends, what 
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a gloomy profpeé does this afford 
on it Y Poekts pofterity! How 
foon and with what rapid ftrides 
will your children defcend to a 
ftate of heathenifm, and become 
nothing better than Pagan idola- 
ters !—Much remains to be faid 
on this interefting fubjecét, by way 
of argument, to convince all who 
need conviction, of the reafona- 
blenefs, obligation and utility of 
the duty ; and in anfwering ob- 








jections or enquiries which it is 
poffible fome may be difpofed to 
make, plain and reafonable as the | 
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more particular attention, to what 
the fpirit faith to the churches; 
what he faith to them as a body, 
not merely as individuals. The 
addrefs is made to them, in their 
collective capacity, in the paflage 
alluded to, in the Revelation of 
St. John. He was directed, by 
the great head of the church, to 
write a kind and friendly admo- 
nition, to the angels of the feven 
churches of Afia, fometime be- 
fore the fall of the Roman em- 
pire ; that by repentance they 
might avert the evils which im. 


duty appears to be ; but as I in- | pended them. The main obje& 


tended no more than to fuggeft a | 
few of the leading ideas, in hopes | 
that fome abler hand might be in- | 
duced to take up the fubjeét, and | 
enlarge upo it as its importance | 
demands, J fhall clofe my re. | 
marks by withing the divine effi- | 
ciency may accompany every ef- | 
fort, hawever feeble, towards en- 
hghtening the ignorant, bringing 
to ferious confideration fuch as 
are thoughtlefs, and living fecurely 
in the negleé of religious duties, | 
whofe doom, if they continue | 
thus to live, and fo leave the 
world, will be awful indeed ! 
Which may Gop of his infinite 
mercy prevent, for the fake of a 
merciful Redecmer. 





Thoughts on the Importance of 
Church Difcipline. 


N aday, like the prefeu.t, when 
immorality aud error greatly 
abound, the queftion is often put, 
what can be done ? What is the 
Chriftiau’s immediate duty for the 
purpofe of avoidig the evils im- 
pend.ug ?—Vartous have been the 
ai{wers to the enquiry, both wife 
and good. In addition to thofe, 
I would fuggeft oie that has vot 
been much ipoken of ; it is this, 
that profefling Chriftians pay a 


the churches broken up. 





of his epiftles to thofe churches 
was to excite them to revive and 
maintain a ftri& and regular dif- 
cipline of their members, relating 
to dodtrine or praétice ; and to 
forewarn them that if they conti- 
nued to negle&t fo important a 
duty, and remain impenitent, their 
candleftick fhould be removed, or 
The 
event has fhewn how far they 
obeyed the friendly admonition. 
Like cafes require like remedies. 
What the divine fpirit faid to 
the feven churches of Afia, he 
fays to all the churches of Chrift, 
in all ages. The churches of 
Chriit in America ought, there- 
fore, to have an ear to hear what 
the fpirit faith to them ; and, if 
it appears they are chargeable with 
thofe things, for which the Afi« 
atir churches were reprehended, 
to be alarmed and repent. Let 
the matter of church difcipline 
be carefully and candidly examin- 
ed, and a view taken of the ftate 
of the churches in this land, 
that we may fee, whether there is 
not as juft ground for the ad- 
mongstion to thefe, as there was to 
thofe in Afia. To one of them 
it was faid by the holy {pirit, that 
notwithftanding they had many 
good things, aud hated the deeds 
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of the Nicolaitans, yet they had 
left their firft love. Are none of 
our churches guilty in this re- 
{pe& ? If they are, the threat- 
ning denounced, in cafe of impe- 
nitence, will apply to us as well 
as to them. To avoid the im: 
pending evil, repentance is the on- 
ly means. It is of as much im- 
portance that churches keep and 
maintain their warmeft affetions, 
for their Lord and Mafter, now 
as it was then ; and his difplea- 
fure againft them for the want of 
it, is as great nowasever. Ano- 
ther of thofe churches the fpirit 
reproves, for holding corrupt doc- 
trines, fuch as were fubverfive of 
the Chriftian faith. They were 
alfo warned to repent, or their 
candleftick fhould be removed out 
of-its place. It may be afked, 


are there not fome herefies in our 
churches, as repugnant to gofpel 
principles, as theirs were ? If 


there are, no doubt but the fame 
fate will follow now as did then, 
unlefs timely repentance prevent. 
To another of thofe churches, no- 
tice is given, that their graces 
were weak and ready to die, and 
they were commanded to ftrength- 
en them, to be watchful and to re- 
pent. 

May not this be faid of fome 
of the churches now ? Are there 
not ftrong fymptoms of this ma- 
nifeft at the prefent day ? Dothe 


churches, as a body, exhibit that | 
lively and fervent zeal for the 
caufe of Chrift and his kingdom | 


which the times call for? Is there 
no defeét in watching over and ad- 
monifhing one another as Chrif- 
tians ? Are they not cold and in- 
different in fome important du- 
tics ; fuch as focial prayer and 
Chriftian conferences ? Duties 
peculiarly calculated to infbruét 
and animate them in their Chrif- 
tian caufe. It may be faid in re- 
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ply, that Chriftians do mect for 
focial prayer and converfation, in 
many places, but is it univerfal ? 
And where they do, what propor. 
tion of church members attend ? 
Do they in general attend, or is 
it only a {mall number, not more 
perhaps than one quarter of the 
whole church ? 

It was faid of the church in 
Sardis, that they had a few 
names which had not defiled their 
garments, and that they fhould 
walk with Chrift, in white, for 
they were worthy, but notwith- 
ftanding this the church was cor- 
rupt, and was reprehended as a 
body, and threatened with diffo- 
lution, unlefs they repented. 

The church of Laodicea was 
rebuked for a fin, which they 
thought nothing of ; and that . 
was lukewarmnefs. The opinion 
they had of themfelves was, that 
they were rich and increafed in 
goods, and had need of nothing, 
and knew not, that they were 
poor, and miferable, and wretch- 
ed, and blind and naked. Are 
none of the churches now liable 
to this charge of being luke- 
warm? Are there not great rea- 
fons to fear that all of them are 
more or lefs guilty in this refpe@ ? 
If fo the afpe& is alarming in 
| proportion to their guilt. Chrift 
| fays he will fpue fuch churches 
out of his mouth. 

Are there not ftrong fymptcms 
of this malady among us? Do 
not profeffors act and talk, as 
though they had, in their opinion, 
religion enough, and were as ac- 
tive and zealous in the caufe of 
religion as they ought to be? As 
to cane important dutics, called 
for at the prefent day, are they 
not indiferent about them, whe- 
ther they are performed or not ? 
If thefe matters were duly exam- 
ined, ne doubt but it would pro- 
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duce a conviction, that a reform- 
ation is greatly needed. Church 
difcipline, as pointed out and 
commanded by Chrift and his 
apoftles, appears to be an impor- 


tant mean for correéting fuch | 


diforders ; and it is among the 


fruits that are meet for the repent- 


ance neceflary to prevent the 
threatened calamity. 
One defcription of the church, 


in its moft perfeét ftate on earth, | 


is that fhe looketh forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, clear 
as the fun, and terrible as an army 
with banners. 
army, every man in his place and 
rank, with his warlike habiliments 


in fhining order, every one hav- | 


ing his eyes and ears open to the 


eral, with banners held up in their 
places, looks terrible, and does 
more to difhearten an encounter- 
ing enemy, than the irregular 
movements of a mob of tenfold 
the number. That regular and 
ftri& difcipline which the laws of 
Chrift’s kingdom require, would 
be equally impreflive upon the en- 
emies of the church in the fpirit- 


ual warfare under the command | 
of Chrift, the great Captain of 


our falvation ; and would do more 
to damp and difhearten infidels 
and oppofers, than any thing elfe 


fare. 
there is fuch an effufion of the 
Holy Spirit, whereby many are 
awakened and brought home to 
ifhed with new members. 


not this bright profpeét darkened 
by adeficiency in difcipline and 


pleafure in her ftoues and favor 


the duft thereof; that is, there | 
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will be more Chriftian affetion 
and kind offices towards the mean- 
eit members of the Church than 
ever before. No doubt church 
difcipline duly adminiftered ex. 
hibits Chriftian affeGtion in a 
ftrong light; for, fays one who 
had experience of it, * let the 
righteous {mite me, it fhall be an 
excellent oil that fhall not break 
my head.” 

True Chriftian affe€tions are 
diftinguifhed by a beautiful fym. 
metry and proportion, regarding 


all the commands of Chrift, ac- 
A well difciplined | 


cording to their weight and im- 


| portance ; hereby all men may 


know we are his difciples. It is 
often mentioned in Chriftian con- 


| verfation, that the afpeét of things 
motion and command of his gen- | 


is gloomy and threatening, on ac- 
count of the increafe of impiety, 
infidelity and contempt of author- 
ity. May it not be inquired 
whether this is not in a great 
meafure owing to lax difcipline in 
the churches? For the churches 
of Afia were faulty in this refpe& ; 
they were warned of their danger 
and threatened with diffolution, 
unlefs they repented. They did 
not obey the divine admonition, 
therefore the threatened evil has 
long fince been executed upon 
them. We have no evidence that 


_ their fins, at the time of the warn- 
that belongs to the Chriftian war- | 
It is matter of great re-— 
joicing, at the prefent day, that | 


ing, were greater than ours are. 
Have we not then the greatett 
reafon to fear, from neglecting 
this important duty, that we fhall 
feel the fame unhappy confequen- 


ces? Surely we have. 
Chrift, and the churches replen- | 
But is | 


Let us attend to a few of the 
laws of Chrift’s kingdom, and al- 
fo to the itate of the churches, and 


‘fee how far they are practifed, 
Chriftian watchfulnefs? It is faid, | 
when the fet time to favor Zion | 
is come, her fervants will take ' 


and it muft appear there is need 
of a more careful and ftri@ difci- 
pline than now exifts. James iv. 
11. * Speak not evil one of ano- 
ther, brethren; he that fpeaketh 
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evil of his brother, and judgeth 
his brother, fpeaketh evil of the 
law, and judgeth the law.” Eph. 
iv. 14. “ That we henceforth be 
no more children, toffed to and 
fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doétrine, by the fleight 
of men, and cunning craftinefs, 
whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive.” 31ft verfe. * Let all 
bitternefs, and wrath, and clamor, 
and evil fpeaking, be put away 
from you, withall malice.”” Chap. 
v. verfe 3. ‘* But fornication and 
all uncleannefs, or covetoufnefs, 
let it not once be named amongft 
you, as becometh faints.”’ 1 Pe- 
ter, ii. 13. * Submit yourfelves 
to every ordinance of man, for 
the Lord’s fake ; whether it be 
to the king as fupreme, or unto 
abies as unto them, that are 
ent by him for the punifhment of 
evil doers and for the praife of 
them that do well. For fo is the 
will of God, that with well doing 
ye may put to filence the igno- 
rance of foolifh men.”” Thefe are 
a few of the many precepts given 
in the word of God, for the regu- 
lation of the fubjeéts of his king- 
dom. And are they all carried 
into effe&t, fo that there is no 
ground for a reprehenfion on ac- 
count of neglect ? This cannot be 
plead. 

But are not thefe duties indif- 
penfible ? Can men be loyal fub- 
jets to Chrift, who live in the 
daily breach of them ? Can that 
be a true church of Chrift, that 
fuffers them with impunity ; and 
do not exert themfelves according 
to the rules given by Chrift, and 
his apoftles, to reclaim them ? 
Chriftians are commanded to ex- 
hort one another daily, left any 
be hardened through the deceit- 
fulnefs of fin. Can it be faid that 
they are clear from blame in this 
matter ? It is confidered a great 
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privilege to be under the watchful 
care of the church, and objects 
of the brotherly affeétion of eve- 
ry individual member, accordin 
to covenant engagements at the 
time of admiffion ; but where lies 
the privilege if nothing be done, 

| by either, excepting only in cafes 

| of the groffeft and moft heinous 
offences, while all other faults are 
overlooked, or nothing done, 
agreeably to Chrilt’s rules to re- 
form them ? 

It is worthy of ferious confi- 
deration, whether the threatening 
afpect of things, arifing from the 
encroachments of the enemy of 
our peace, will be changed for 
the better, until our ears are 
more opened to hear, what the 
fpirit faith to the churches, re- 
{fpeCting things that are amifs, and 

| which mutft be repented of or we 
| feel the bitter confequences. To 
| be hoping, and wifhing, and earn- 
eftly defiring better things, and 
better times, without proper ex- 
ertions made, according to di- 
reCtious given in the law of God, 
will never deliver us from our 
troubles, nor fet our feet in a large 
place, or put a fong of praife into 
our mouth, nor eftablifh our go- 
ings. 

To imprefs the thought a lit- 
tle, it may be well to take a view 
of a cafe of diftrefs that happened, 
to the Ifraelitith church, under 
the care of Jofhua, at the time 
they were commencing the con- 
queft and poffeffion of Canaan. 
The anger of the Lord was fhewn 
againft them, in a defeat of their 
army, againft Ai, and a flaughter 
of a number of their brethren, 
at which the hearts of the peo- 
ple melted like water ; the cry 
no doubt was, as at this day, what 
is to be done for our relief ? Jo- 
fhua, with the Elders, fell prof- 
trate in the duft before the ark of 
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God, and made their complaint ' 


and interceffion, until even tide. 
But the Lord roufed them from 
their fupplicating pofture, and let 
them know the caufe of their ca- 
lamity, and their remedy. “ If- 
rael,”? faith he, “ have finned, 
and tranfgrefled my covenant, 
which I commanded them, Get 
thee up, wherefore lieft thou thus 
on thy face? Up, fanctify the 
people, and fay fanGtify your- 
felves 3 there is an accurfed thing 
in the midft of thee, O Ifrael, 
thou canft not ftand before thine 
enemies, until ye take away the 
accurfed thing from among you.” 
Here it may be remarked, that 
the charge was againft I[frael ; 
the whole congregation were treat- 
ed as guilty. Butit was Achan, 
the fon of Carmi only, that had 
done the fa& ; the people were 
chargeable with the crime until 
they fhould look out, and punith 
the offender, and carry into ef- 
fe&t the law in fuch cafe provid- 
ed ; and until that was done, all 
other things would be unavailing ; 
they could not make the leat ad- 
vance, ayainft the enemy, nor 
make any progrefs towards inher- 
iting the land which God had 
{worn he would give them, un- 
til this was done. Now, faith the 
apoftle, ‘all thefe things hap- 
pened unto them for enfamples ; 
and they were written for our ad- 
monition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come. ‘ Behold,” 
faith Chriftt Jefus, “ I come 
quickly : hold that faft which 
thou halt, that no man take thy 
crown. Him that overcometh, 
will I make a pillar in the temple 
of my God, and he fhall go no 
more out: and [ will write upon 
him the name of my God, which 
is new Jerufalem, which cometh 
drawn out of heaven from God : 
aod. 1 will write upon him my 
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new name. He that hath an ear 
let him hear what the fpirit faith 
to the churches.’”’ 


M—~ 





To tHe Epitors or te Con- 
NECTICUT EvanGeLicay Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE fubftance of the fol. 
lowing was addreffed to a confid- 
erable clafs of young perfons, at 
the time of their admiffion as mem- 
bers of the vifible church. If in 
your judgment, it will not fuper- 
fede the publication of fomething 
more generally ufeful, you are at 
liberty ta infert it in the Maga. 
zine. TROPHIMUS. 


Beloved in the Lord, 

 % HE friends of the Redeem. 

er and his kingdom, who 
witnefs the prefent tranfaction, 
have great joy at feeing you join- 
ing yourfelves unto the Lord, in 
folemn covenant with him and his 
people. While the ways of Zion 
mourned, they have been praying 
for her profperity, in the falvation 
of your fouls. They now find, 
by happy experience, that “ He 
who goeth forth weeping and 
bearing precious feed, fhall return 
again with joy, bringing his {heaves 
with him.” 

The propriety of your prefent 
proceeding, and of your being 
hence denominated difciples of Je- 
fus, depends on your vital union 
to him, and your refemblance of 
him ia fpirit and conduét. The 
evidence of an holy life is fairly 
expected of you, for fupporting 
the good confeffion which you 
have now made before many wit- 
neffes. How important, that you 
henceforth fhine as lights in the 
world! Remember that the eyes 
of Jznovan are upon you; that 
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- he pondereth all your goings, and 


will bring -all your works into 
judgment. It will be of no avail, 
as it refpeéts either the honor of 


God and the’ Redeemer, the ad- 
vancement of his kingdom, or the 


falvation of your own fouls, to 


have called Chrift Lord, Lord, or 


‘even to have eaten and drunken 


in his prefence, unlefs you are de- 


--voted in heart and life, to his fer- 


vice and glory. Even the angels, 
whom you have called to witnefs 
your vows, and who rejoice when 
one finner repenteth, feel a lively 
intereft in the part which fhall be 
acted by you, under the profeffion 
you have now made. Yea, could 
pain find entrance into the abodes 
of light, their hearts muft be 
pained on feeing even one of you 
departing from the pure fimplicity 
of the faith, and thence bringing 
fhame and reproach on the holy 
name, by which you are called. 
Like them, the friends of Chrift 
around you are greatly concerned 
that you fhoald adorn your holy 
profeffion. They will watch over 
you with pious folicitude, and with 
fervent prayer to God that you 
may bring forth fruit, an hundred 
fold. 

You now declare, before God, 
angels, and men, that you have 
entered upon the Chriftian race. 
May you run manfully, and obtain 
the prize. If fincere, as is hoped, 
I give you joy; yea, I bid you 
God fpeed! Remember, that a 
life of religion isa life of holy 
diligence and aétivity, in the fer- 
vice of God. It is a warfare 
which is never accomplifhed till 
death. It is a race, in which, 
forgetting the things which are 
behind, you muft prefs forward, 
till it fhall terminate in the glorics 
of immortality. I cherifh the 
pleafing hope, that you have 
counted the coft, and will never 
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be weary-in well doing. But let 
him who thinketh he ftandeth, 
take heed, left he fall; The inex- 
perience and natural inftability of 
youth, together with the vigor 
of youthful paflions, will render 
you a more eafy prey to tempta- 
tion than thofe of riper years. 
There are three potent enemies 
leagued in a confpiracy againft 
your peace and falvation. Thefe 
are the world, the flefh and the 
devil. The fubtle adverfary of 
fouls will ufe all his art and influ- 
ence to beguile you from the way 
of the truth ; to entangle you in 
temptation and plunge you in ruin. 
The world, intending fuch of man- 
kind as are unfriendly to Jefus 
and his religion, will not be found 
the leaft dangerous ; efpecially 
thofe of the young who are yet 
in love with the pleafures of fin. 
Thefe will naturally be tempted 
to fpread fnares for your feet, if 
by any means they may lead you 
back to your former wanderings 
with them, in the way to ruin. 
Hence, the grand deceiver, and a 
finful world, ia alliance with the 
remains of an evil heart, will main- 
tain an hoft of enemies, againft 
which you will need to employ 
the whole armor of God. 
Nothing, in which you are cal- 
led to be aétive, can exceed the 
importance of running, with pa- 
tience, the race fet before you. 
- Would you render glory to God 
and the Redeemer, this is the way. 
Would you recommend the relig- 
ion of Jefus to the confciences of 
all, as worthy of acceptation, and 
efpecially to the young of your 
acquaintance, this is the way. 
Would you enjoy the fublime 
leafures of religion in life, and in 
death, and at laft obtain the glory 
and immortality of the kiigdom 
of God, the way is before you ; 
fo run that you may obtain. To 
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this purpofe fhun the very appear- 
ance of evil; that if any feek oc- 
cafion for evil {peaking, they may 
be afhamed when they behold 
your chafte converfation in Chrift. 
Remember the vows you have 
now made, and from which you 
cannot go back. Take faft hold 
of inftruétion; let her not go; 
keep her, for fhe is your hfe. 
Pure and undefiled religion is this, 
to keep unfpotted from the world. 
Enter not into the path of the 
wicked ; for the friendfhip of the 
world is enmity withGod. There- 
fore, if” finners entice you, in no 
wife confent. Should any at- 
tempt to beguile you from the 
way of holinefs, fay to them, 
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fuch evidence of the pure and a- 
miable fimplicity of the gofpel 
religion, as nothing can refift or 
gainfay. The teftimony of your 
lives, if holy and without blame, 
may be rendered effe€tual for cap. 
tivating others unto the obedience 
of Chrift; but if unholy, you 
will probably be the fad occafion 
of their ftumbling, and finally 
plunging in remedilefs deftruétion. 
As therefore it refpeéts, in a fpe- 
cial manner, the multitudes of the 
rifing and juft rifen generation a- 
| round you, the influence of your 
| example is immenfely important. 
| Hence, be fteadfaft and immove- 
able, always abounding in the 
_work of the Lord, forafmuch as 








Whether it be right, in the fight of | ye know that your labor is not in 


God, to hearken to you more than 
to God, judge ye. Have no fel- 
lowfhip with the unfruitful works 
of darknefs, but rather reprove 
them. While you bear a proper 
teftimony againit the vices and 
impenitency of the irreligious, let 
your treatment of their perfons be 
expreflive of the meek, the benevo- 


lent and pacific temper of the gof- | 


pel. Let your lives be replete 


with evidence, that wifdom excel- | 


leth folly as far as light excelleth 
darknefs. Never give occafion 
for its being faid, ye did run well; 
who did hinder you, that ye fhould 
not obey the truth ? Give no oc- 
calion of offence and grief to the 
friends of religion, nor of ftum- 
bling and unbelief to others. 

It is doubtlefs expected by 
fome, to whom it would be mat- 


ter of rejoicing, that your good. | 


> 
nefs wil! be like the morning cloud 
and the early dew, which gocth 
away. They even hope to find, 
in your apoftacy, a cloak for their 
own fins ; and fhould one in ten 
of you fall from your fteadfaitnefs, 
they will be comforted and em- 
boldened in the way to ruin. Let 
your example, therefore, exhibit 


vain, in the Lord. Go to no 
| place, and frequent ne fociety, in 
| which you cannot pray for the 
| prefence of God, and that his all 
| feeing eye may infpe€t your con- 

duct. Do nothing in puiblic, or 
_ alone, on which you cannot hon- 
_eltly implore the divine bleffing. 
Search the feriptures daily, for 
they teftify of Jefus and are the 
words of eternal life. Be punc- 
tual and fervent in your attend- 
ance on all the inftitutions and 
| duties of religion. Watch and 
| pray, that ye enter not into temp- 
‘tation. Pray much for the prof- 
| perity of Zion. Ina fpecial nian- 
| ner, be punétual, perfevering and 
| fervent in the devotions of the 
| clofet. Thefe fhould be regard- 
ed as the daily nourifhment of an 
holy life. If thefe are negle&ed, 
or attended in a cold and formal 
| manner, inftead of being like a 
| tree planted by the water courfes, 
| you will be like an heath in the 
| defert. When tempted to loiter 
|in your race, look unto Jefus. 
| Think of him who endured the 
| crofs and defpifed the fhame ; and 
| let the ardor of his love to the di- 
vine glory enkindle in your bofoms 
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%. fimilar flame. Ina word, be 

fuaded to five the religion 
of the Son of God, that the work, 
of which you profefs to have been 
the fubje&s, may thence be ap- 
proved to the confciences of all, 
as a miraculous work of divine 
gtace ; and that God in all things 
may be glorified, through Jefus 
Chrift. AMEN. 





A brief fhetch of the life and dying 
exercifes of Mrs. B » who 
died Fuly 1802, in one of the 
towns in the flate of Maffachu- 
fetts, in the 30th year of her 
age. 

T the age of about fourteen 
years, Mrs. B became 
very ferioufly impreffed. For fe- 








veral weeks her diftrefs of mind | 
She viewed herfelf | 
as one of the greateft of finners. 


Was great. 


At times fhe was the fubject of 
the moft- violent temptations of 
the adverfary, which nearly prov- 
ed her ruin for time and eternity. 
But when her diftrefs was at the 
greateft, and all hope from herfelf 
was cut off, God was pleafed to 
let a ray of light into her mind. 
She could fee the glory of God 
in every thing around, and was 
led to praife him, though fhe had 
no thought at that time that what 

e experienced was faving. All 
things appeared new ; and efpe- 
cially fhe difcovered a new beauty 
and glory in the gofpel, and in 
the charaéter of God as revealed 
‘n the Bible. 

From this time fhe continued a 
ferious, exemplary Chriftian till 
the age of feventeen years, when 
fhe publicly profefled religion. 
How deeply the was affe&ted with 
a profpeét of this folemn tranfac- 
tion, may be feen from the follow- 
ing extra€t of a letter the wrote 
to a friend. “ Laft Friday 
‘evening, while I was alone, I 
« had a defire to lift up my tho’ts 
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‘to fomething far higher than 
‘this world. Immediately my 
‘ defires increafed, and I felt a 
¢ willingnefs to leave all and fol- 
‘low Chrift. I have ever fince 
* feen as it were a fountain open- 
‘ed, and God willing to forgive 
‘finners, And if I know my 
‘ heart, I have given up myfelf to 
‘be devoted to God, which is 
‘ perfect liberty, and to leave the 
‘ fervice of Satan, which is perfeét 
‘ flavery. O Sally, I would beg 
* your fiucere prayers for me that 
‘I may hold out to the end—-I 
‘ feel it imprefled upon me as a 
‘duty to come now and own 
‘ Chrift before the world, and 
‘fhall endeavor to do it. It 
‘is our duty to let finners know 
‘ that we can take comfortin fome- 
‘ thing higher than this world.” 

It was a fingular evidence of 
her fincerity to fee her coming 
. forward publicly in religion in her 
youthful age, while her com- 

panions were purfuing a different 
| courfe. 
| After her attendance on the 

communion fervice, fhe writes as 

follows: * This day has been a 
| § feaft to many fouls in this place. 
© We have had the Lord’s fupper 
‘adminiftered to us in a very 
‘ ftriking manner. It feemed to 
‘me that the Lord was with us 
‘of a truth—Laft night I felt 
‘ my fins fo heavy that I was al- 
‘moft ready to think I fhould 
‘ not dare to go to the holy ordi- 
‘nance; but the more I thought 
‘ of my fins, the more I felt my 
‘ need of going, humble and peni- 
‘tent, and confefling them toa 
‘ merciful God. And I hope I 
‘ have got a fealed pardon.” 

For feveral of the laft years 
of life, fhe was the fubject of 
many remarkable, affiGting dif- 
penfations of providence. Her 
con{titution was delicate, and in 
her fhort life, fhe experienced fev- 
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eral: diftreffing fits of ficknefs. 
But “ fhe found it good for her 
‘to be afflicted.” It was truly 
inftrudtive to notice her calmnefs 
and {weet refignation, in feafons 
of inexprefflible bodily diftrefs. 
The diftreffes of her body appear- 
ed Jike ‘the refiner’s fire” to 
purge away the drofs, and fit her 
foul for a more intimate enjoy- 
ment of God. Every turn of 
frcknefs feemed to raife her higher 
in the exercifes of grace. 

Her piety fhone bright in her 
conduét towards her family. She 
was faithfui to her dear compan- 
ion, whom fhe viewed to be in an 
unfanétified ftate, to warn him of 
the importance of a religious life. 
She had been biefied with three 
little daughters, whofe minds fhe 
cultivated with great care as far 
as they were capable of inftruc- 
tion. Such was her fituation as 
to bodily health, that fhe expe@- 
ed to leave them in the wide world 
without a mother to guard their 
tender years. ‘This thought ex- 
cited her to great diligence in 
every duty which refpetcd the 
good of their fouls. 

She lived in the habitual ex- 
pectation of her own death, and 
wrote a few lines of advice for her 
children, to be given to them after 
her deceafe. A few weeks be- 
fore her death, fhe prepared her 
funeral drefs, though the was then 
in a ftate of perfeét health. 

Her laft ficknefs was fhort and 
inexpreffibly fevere. It continu- 
ed about fourteen days. Amidtt 
great pain of body fhe evidenced 
to all around rer, how precious 
religion is in death. 

Through her whole ficknefs the 
fcemed to be carried far above the 
things of time, and to be imprefs- 
ed with the idea that fhe fhould 
not recover. About a week be- 
tore her death, in a-dream, fhe 
had fuch a fenfible view of the 
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glories of the imvifible world, that 
fhe ever after feemed in hafte to 
depart. She thought, in her fleep, 
that fhe was in the immediate pref- 
ence of her God and Saviour, in 
company with numberlefs glorified 
faints, particularly the old patri- 
archs, prophets, and apoftles ; 
and that fhe loved them much 
better than fhe ever had any of 
her earthly friends. Her affec- 
tions after this feemed in a great 
meafure to quit their hold on fub- 
lunary things. ‘“ As my loveto 
‘ God,’”’ faid fhe, * increafes in 
‘my foul I am lefs anxious for 
‘ my earthly friends. I have for- 
‘ merly been unwilling to leave my 
‘children, for fear they might 
‘ fail of a religious education ; but 
* now I can leave them with God, 
‘who can do much better for 
‘them thanI can. I can with 
‘the greateft fafety commit. all 
‘ my friends to God and caft my- 
¢ felf and all my concerns on him.” 
Being afked how God appeared 
toher? the faid, he appeared to 
be an infinitely great and glorious 
being, infinite in goodnefs, and 
that fhe felt furrounded with his 
prefence and adorable majefty. 
Being afked whether fhe felt her 
fins pardoned ? She replied, ¢* yef- 
* terday I had to come te him as 
‘a fin-hating and fin-forgiving 
« God.”’ 

To a youth in the full vigor of 
health whom fhe viewed to be out 
of Chrift, fhe faid, * I would 
‘not exchange conditions with 
‘ you for any thing. Oh, don’t 
‘ give yourfelf any reft day nor 
¢ night.” 

She often exprefled longing de- 
fires to depart, faying, fhe did not 
think her weak frame could have 
held out fo long. She would 


fometimes enquire, ‘¢ How much 
‘longer do you think I can en- 
‘ dure??? On a perfon’s obferving 
to her that fhe feemed almoit 
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gone, fhe faid, ¢I thought you 
‘ told me fo two days ago.”? She 
would then fear being impatient 
to wait God’s time. She could 
not bear to have any of her friends 
unwilling to part with her. Ob- 
ferving one of her fifters over- 
come with grief, the faid, Is 
‘not he a juft God? What is 
* this world that you wifh me to 
¢ live in it ?”? Her fitter replied, 
“¢ This world is nothing to me, 
* and I feel as though, I had ra- 
‘ther die than live here without 
‘ you.” This brought a tear into 
her eyes, and fhe replied, “ It 
¢ will be but a little time that you 
‘have to ftay behind.” Being 
requefted by her fifter to leave 
fome word for her to think upon 
and remember her by, fhe faid, 
«¢ Give up this world eatirely, and 
‘every thing in it, and feek the 
¢ Lord and he will certainly be 
‘ found of you. I can fay no more 
¢ to you than you have in the bi- 
‘ble. It is full of confolations.”’ 


At times fhe exprefled great | 


anxiety for thofe who were out of | 


Chrift. 
‘to them, 
‘ ftrength. 

¢ for them.—But they have Mofes 
¢ and the prophets.” 

To thofe who ftood round her 
bed, fhe faid, “ L amherea f{pec- 
‘ tacle for you to leok at, and fee 
‘to what you are coming-—I 
‘am preferved by God’s power 
‘ for a warning to you, that God 
¢ may be glorified.” 

After all hopes of her recovery 
were paft, fhe was afked, if it 
would furprife her to hear that 
we thought her near her end? 
She replied, « Not at all.” Then 
with calmnefs fhe prepared to take 
leave of her relatives ; nverfed 
fome time with her hufband alone; 
—examined into the ftate of. his 
mind, and exhorted him above all 


«“ T want to fay much 
but I have not 


cath of Mrs. B——. 


I feel a tender pity | 
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things to make religion the chief 
bufinefs of life ;—defired him not 
to mourn for her but for fin; 
and called in the family one. by 
one, and gave them her dying 
counfel. 

Being vifited by her minifter, 
fhe defired prayers, and when 
afked what he fhould pray for, 
replied, “ That God may be glo- 
‘ rified in all things.” At ano- 
ther time fhe faid, “* My work is 
‘ all done, and I have nothing to 
* do but to breathe out my foul in. 
* to the hands of him who gave it.” 

The evening but one before her 
death fhe feemed perfeétly ferene 
and happy. Her mind was fo 
entirely carried into the world of 
glory, and her expectations of 
being foon freed from fin and for- 
row, were fo high, that it fettled’ 
her countenance into a fweet 
{mile of complacency. A hymn 
was read to her, entitled, “* The 
‘ fong of heaven defired by faints 
‘on earth.” She clofed her eyes 
and appeared as in a {weet extacy 
of delight while attending. 

After this happy evening fhe 
endured diftrefs of body, which. 
cannot be defcribed. She was 
patient and fubmiffive under all 
her diftreffes, till fhe clofed the 
{fcene of mortal life. Yet imagin- 
ation follows the departed foul in- 
to the world of f{pirits. And this 
calls to mind fome more of her 
cheering words. “ If,” faid the, 
“ Thad only ttepped on the other 
‘ fide of death, it feems to me tio- 
‘ thing on earth could induce me 
‘to return.” 

“ Hark fhe bids her friejds adieu, 
Some angel calls her to the {pheres, 
Our eyes the radient form purfue, 
Through liquid telefcopes of tears. 
Farewell, bright foul, a fhort farewell, 
Till we fhall meet again above, 

In the (weet groves where pieafures 


dwell, 
And trees of life bear fruits of love.” 
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478 Letier from a female friend of miffions. 


At a Meeting of the Truftees of the 
Miffionary Society of Conneéiicut, 
at Hartford, May 11, 1803. 


Vorep, That the Editors of 
the Conneéticut Evangelical Mag- 
agine be requefted to publith in 
their next number a letter addreff- 
edto the Board from a female 
friend of miffions, inclofing a do- 
nation of Five Dollars to the So- 
ciety, together with a copy of 
this vote; asateftimony of the 
Board’s approbation of the letter, 
and their thanks to the unknown 
writer. Atteft, 

Ase Fuint, Secretary. 


To the Truftees of the Miffonary 
Society of Connedticut. 


GENTLEMEN, 
TRUST there are none who 


love our Lord Jefus Chrift in | 


fincerity who do not applaud your 
apparent zea) and induftry, in the 
caufe of our divine Mafter. They 
alfo blefs God that he doth, from 
time to time, raife up inftruments 
for the advancement of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom in the world. 
Anndas youhave freely offered your 
fervice in this glorious caufe, it 
furely becometh others, according 
to their feveral ability, tofollowthe 
example. The earth is the Lord’s 
aad the fulnefs thereof ; but, bleff- 
ed be God, he is pleafed to accept 
whatever his creatures have to be- 
flow, (provided it be done witha 
right difpofition of heart ) as 4 fac- 
rifice acceptable to himfelf. Ac- 
cordingly I fend you inclofed in 
this a five dollar bill, which pleafe 
to appropriate to the Miffionary 
bufinefs. It is the price of in- 


duftry. My health has been for 
a confiderable time bad, at leaft 
by turns, which led me exceeding- 
ly to prize the bleffing when I 
enjoyed it, and made me to in- 
guire, what fhall T render to the 
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Lord for all his benefits? Ac. 
cordingly I refolved to fet apart 
fix pence of my earnings each’ 
week, in which I was able to per. 
form my tafk, to charitable pur- 
pofes, and I have this little fum 
remaining ; and [ can affure my 
young female companions that I 
feel a pleafure in doing thus, 
which twice the fum could not 
procure for me if employed in a- 
dorning my body. May the Lord 
blefs you and make you able 
watchmen upon the walls of Je. 
rufalem, fill your fouls with holy 
joy, and when you have finifhed 
your pilgrimage on earth, receive 
you, for Chrift’s fake, to manfions 
of eternal reft !—— 

FROM A FEMALE FRIEND 

TO MISSIONS. 








-_—--- 


Religious Intelligence. 


Prefent flate of ConneGicut Miffons. 


THE Rev. Fo Badger, 
{till continues to nike a Miff. 
onary in New Conneéticut ; from 
which place the Rev. Ezekiel 7. 
Chapman, lately returned. Mr. 
Chapman’s place will foon be fup- 
plied by another miffionary ; and 
it is propofed by the Truftees of 
the Miffionary Society of Con- 
necticut, to employ three miffion- 
ries in that country the enfuing 

ear. 

The Rev. Mefirs. Williflon and 
Woodward, ave laboring in the 
weltern counties of New-York, 
and northern counties of Pennfyl- 
vania 3 and it is dire€ted that a 
mfhionary be fent for four monthe 
to the counties of Oifego and De- 
leware. 

Mr. Hovey, a candidate 
for the miniftry, is appointed to a 
miffion of four months to the fet- 
tlements on-Black River ; and the 
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Rev. Aaron Kinne, to the fettle- 
ments on the Ofwegotchee, for 
fix months. 

The Rev. Meffrs. Buj/hnell and 
Leonard, are itinerating as mifli- 
onaries, one half of the time, in 
the northern part of Vermont. 
The Rev. Fob Swift, is appoint- 
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ed to a miflion of fixteen wecks, 
to the fettlements weft of Lake 
Champlain, and the north wett- 
ern part of Vermont. 

The Rev. John Willard, jun. 
is appointed to a miffion of fixteen 
weeks in the north eaftern part of 
Vermont. 
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66 mills each, 






Dedu& expenfes, 
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Profits of the firft volume, 


January 6th, 1802 


Due from fubfecribers 


. Amount of fales. 
33178 to fubfcribers, at 12} cents, 
2755 to bookfellérs, at 8 pence, 


Expenfes.—Printing 480c0 Magazines, at 


Contingent expenfes, poftage, &c. 


Profits, exclufive of 4133 Magazines on hand, 


Due from fubferibers, 


Further account of the fales, &&c. of the fir volume of the Connec- 
ticut Evangelical Magazine. 


Number on hand, as per laft ftatement, January 1802—z58, all of 
which have been fold. 


Dolls. Cts. 
Profits to the inftitution by laft flatement, 1970 3 
Avails of 258 Magazines, fince fold, 32 25 











Of the above profits, paid by the publifhers, 





2002 28} 
1000 
611 935 
323 6 
67 29 
2002 28£ 


Account of the fales, Eee, of the fecond volume, to May 10th, 1803. 
Whole number printed 4000 for each month, 


Given gratis to fubfcribers, who became refpon- 
fible for 12 fets or more, . 














Of the above profits, paid by the publifhers, 
January 6, 1803, 


48000 
2 41475 
’ 2392 
° - 4133 48000 
Dolls. Cts. 
; 4147 25 
-, 092 75 
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- 3168 : 
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3203 53 
. 3203 53 
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- 349 
79! 33 
401 25 
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480 Donations to the Mifionary Society. { June. 


The above fummary ftatement is a true refult from the accounts of 
the publifhers of the ConneCticut Evangelical Magazine, as audited 
by the fubfcribers, May toth, 1803. 

JONA. BRACE, Aud; 
JOHN PORTER, t uditors, 


The above mentioned fums of 323 dollars and 6 cents, for the firft 
volume, and 701 dollars 33 cents, for the fecond volume, making 
1024 dollars 39 cents, were, on the 11th day of May 1803, paid by 
the publifhers, to the Hon. John Treadwell, Efq. and the Rev. Abel 
Flint, two of the committee appointed by the Truftees of the Miffi- 
onary Society of Connecticut, to receive the fame, and by faid com. 
mittee paid to the Treafurer of the Society, as per the Treafurer’s 
receipt, as follows : 

Hartford, May 11th, 1803. 

Received from the Hon. John Treadwell, and Rev. Abel Flint, 
committee of the Truftees of the Miffionary Society of Conneticut, 
the fum of one thoufand and twenty four dollars 39 cents, for which 
Tam accountable as Treafurer to the Miffionary Society, having 
given a duplicate of this receipt therefor ; it being avails of the Ma- 
gazine. A. KINGSBURY. 





Donations to the Miffionary Society of Conneéticnt, from the 15th of 
April to the 19th of May. 
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April 23. A ftranger ‘ . ots . » 30 
May to. Ladie$’ Society in Norwich . , . - 100 
11. From Hon. J. Treadwell and Rev. Abel Flint, 
avails of Magazine , ; : ; 1024 39 
12. Friend of Miflions of New-Haven ° . 12 0 
A friend of Miffions . . , »~ + 50 
19. Solomon Goodell of Vermont, for fupport of 
Indian Miflions ; ‘ ‘ : . 208 5 
1262 44 
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